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(54) DIGITAL CAMERA 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a 
photographed image with image quality as being 
imagined by a photographer. 
SOLUTION: The afterglow mode is set to the digital 
camera. In the afterglow mode, an image signal 
received by an image pickup section 3 is processed 
as specified and stored in an image memory 209. A 
thumbnail image generating section 219 and a 
preview image generating section 220 read image 
data from the image memory 209, adjust white 
balance by using adjustment values with different 
characteristics to generate pluralities of sample 
images with different colors, and the resulting image 
is displayed on a liquid crystal display LCD display 
section 10 in a form of a matrix. A photographer selects a desired sample image by 
operating a prescribed switch in a switch group 215. When a sample image is selected, 
the thumbnail image generating section 219 reads the image data from the image memory 
209 and adjusts white balance of the data by using same characteristic values as those of 
the selected sample image and stores the result to a memory card 18. Pluralities of 
sample images are displayed and desired image processing is selected based on the 
sample image. 
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(57) immi 

!2 2 0{±iB^^^-U 2 0 9*^P.ii)^7='- 

otcvhu .y>rxs^-rso ffl^«{i;^'r-y^P2 i 5 

{ffS.^! 1 9{iili^;?{^:'J 2 0 QA-eB^-r-^^Kffl 
L. S«^n/cm*®«i:|B|-^0!it^4MT'WBii^;&^T 

ofc^. ^*'j*-Ki stcKii-rSo JiSjoM*B® 




[000 1] 
CO 0 0 2] 

-^^i^JcLCD (Liquid Crystal Display) S^gP^fii 

s^'r§feto*^»ie)nTv>§o 40 

CO 00 3] $/c> >'^-y':^yl/n>'tfa-^tCci:^®® 

CRT (Cathode Ray Tube) L C DI?O^^^Btca 
CO 0 0 4] 



1 1-2 9 8 8 4 8 



;Sr:^ ^^ttctc^ttfc L C Dg^gptc v h U ^Xg^ 

CO 0 0 5] L?b^b. fieS^cO-rv^^;!;;^;?^ ^(c*3l/^T 
a. CCD (Charge Coupled Device) I^^OfflfS^^-e 

[0 0 0 6] ±fScDJ:'9{i:. n>tf :i-^(7)iiiftiastc 

gp^^t. COL cD^7j^a5(i:sia<7)-9-^^-r;i/a^* 

V h »J ^ Xa^-r S >^ ^ ;l/ ;^ ^ tc I ^ T t lEWSSk 

CO 0 0 7] *?6H^{i. ±fB^atca^T*^n/-cfe(o 
Bfs«:a^^H±. cK^DS^Bftcopf'^^GmMoa^jaa 

C0008] 

Bf*<i^tc^a^SiLT^Diic^ffl^¥iai:. mm^m 

3att:OB«M*B^«:f^^t-^M*B«f^^^Si:. ± 
cO®H^2|s:B»«:g«-rSB»SiR^S-J:. ±IB^ 1 O 

mvm^^tircmm^^mmtm-(Dmi±mxmmmm 
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[0009] ±fimmtc J; mm^mr^^ o $ n 

p)®ffiism*ili»«±v h u -y i'X^icEjnjStiTg^^ 
coo 1 0] *Sg0^{i. ±l2xs;':S';l/;^;.<7{i:t5 

[0 0 1 1] ±Mimmc^ni£. m^coa^^:- ka^is 

[0 0 12] — H*<IS^?nTt^* 

[0 0 13] $fc, ±ISxi^^;l/*>«^{cfc 

[0 0 14] ±timmc^tii,s. ^Mtt^:- F^c^3^^ 
iii««i31bfea»te<Diii«M*il»*MtfiE*n, 

i:. iiKili^{±^oM*iii^i;|Bi-(0fe/^^>XfCvi->'7 



f H/^v>xisgE*nTm2<oietg#e{c«#$n-So 

[0 0 15] 

10 [0 0 16] 1 fi, ^2t:{*gi5 

2 i:il73f*i^«ti^giJ3 i:A^e>filfi!c5nTV^5o ti^au 
3{±. iEffi*^^MT*;><^*t*:gP2<Dtrffl!j®fC««ipT 

A^-o. cco:&{|iMi:¥tf^ffirt{c|Hli(jpI^{cgS$ 

^ffllMK^Of'd-ttS J: 3 fc UTt> Jews 
[0017] «»gl53 tt, 01,02 OlS^fiitB 

20 T. c(DmM^mm.mm^m.t\.^oo ) ^amiiLT* 

;^ v2|s:«cgi5 2CO(B!MF«9TIBS± (9 0 + a) ° (OWmX'm 

d^nX-AA^^i&SaiBUyXBL^CCD (Charge Cou 

pled Device) l?cD^S^^m?A^e'S:5ffi^tS^^^r 

hX^*))^tS^(DX'^^o 

[0018]— *^v2ti:f4:g|52(i, LCD (Liquid 
Crystal Display) A^ ^: S g:T^a5 1 0 (02#Bg) ^ 

30 ^ * u *- K 1 8 (0 6 ©ssasstf-' y 

n>'tf3.-^A'5^r|.gp}gi^5n§gE^4S^l 3 (02# 
M) **L, ±i:LT±t2»^gP3-CIX!3ji$n/-ciii» 
«#tcmS<D«^«ia«r)SfiLfc^. L C TiWm 1 

Kl 8^©tSii> VT^/l/avtf 

[0 0 19] »^g|53{i, ;!!j>«^:*:f*a5 2Oii5$75r|o](0 

352 cOi|lTt-ffii:K|Bl-(DTrjS«r^-rS^fiit73f*«(7D« 
^g|5*{* 3 A C (Offl^gP***: 3 A cO-??ffliJffitC 

[0 0 2 0] ffl^g|5*f*3 A®rtgPtC(±. 0 5{C7j^-rj: 
3lCv Tt^nX— AU>'X3 0 1 A<i2IS*n. COv^ 
dX-AUI/XSO l<0^7?fiC@<03im{cCCD*^— 
x>JT-(r>-9-3 0 S^fa^fcffl^lHlSSS 0 2A^^{t6n 
Tl^So Sfc, a»gP3rt<0iSmfC75-y'>iJtOS^ 

f**^6©g#tjt*sjfrsiaye-fei'-9-3 0 s^m^tzm 

JtmSSS 0 4A^ISlt6nTl/''So li3t-tr>-9-3 0 5(±, 
SSg|53 B(0«SiSE©JSmtcEB*nTI/''S (03# 

50 m) o 
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[0 0 2 1] — 75-. mm^^i^3 A<onmai. @2(c 
gn3^iHiitoS^{aM;b>e>+9 0* mm^-^tfctt. ±m 

t^^mm) tCT^aX— AU>X3 0 1 cox— Alto 
.^M&D'X— A ^ V o ^ (?) Wgl*ff * "5 rcib<OX—L. 

0 e^^istj-en. c^ox-ai^m-s o 6<feo 

So 

[0 0 2 2] x-AU/^-3 0 eti. mms^3 

eit7)X-AW^-3 0 6«:X-AfflgP Z"e«>?r6](i:;fc 
:&(CX^^ K^-t^rT-^^nX— Al^>X3 0 1 <OX—L. 
itif^^^-ti tl^o ^fc. X— AU>'^— 3 0 6^X— A{4 
HP Z*®^T:&:^fp]tcx^^ K^-tt. v^nfitMPM 
JciS^-rSfc. v^pX-AU>X3 0 1 A^-x'^aL^V 

xtc^o^;^e>nso v^^D^ftgPMTfi. m^mc^ 

[0 0 2 3] ;^;?«^2i5:i*gP2 0Sljffitc«. 0 Hc^^ci; 
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^^g|5l 0;6^^tt6nTV^So S/c. L C D^^gP 1 0 

n. LCDS^gPi OOTTaffiBtC, ^^:U:?!3— K18 

(DEEfS^^^ys^y^^ 1 2 ^>'^— V-:^-;l/n>'tr:x — 
jl^gPS^^nsS^ig^i 3i:A^^^^•p>nT^/^So FL 

[0 0 2 4] -ri/'d?;!/:;^^^ 1 fi;, TIBS Hc^-T cfc -3 

^^x-r»y^i e^^-rmic^com^fi'^ (d - (i 

K*LCD«^SP1 0{ca^^-ti:§ci:-e^<D«K^— 
[0 0 2 5] 

[«1] 



N o 










A 4 
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m m 
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A ft 
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^ » ^ 


« SI 




F LffiWB 
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^ « 














(7) 


▼ ^ D 






m ai 








(8) 






» -r 










(9) 


n t: 




Iff »r 






mmM 




<10) 


V9 y-tf— S^a !/ 


«4in4ex9 2/|||M 













[0 0 2 6] :&i3, ^ 1 cO^ffi^*- K{i> 

( 2 ) h U- K : A!|%^<D^»^«»C*f LT 40 

(3) ®m^:-K; i^^AlW^aS^iS^^i^L/'c 

(4) is«*-K ; is<DjRfe*^Mfcti»?nse?s¥ 

(5) Xn-i^>i7n^-K ; :t-:/>7'7->S/iT'ti 

n«ai»»cWLTaiEiS:ias*<»e,n««]Kt- k 

(7) v^at-F : S^Sn-S^HtcWLTiSiE^iS so 



(8) yu-xy->'i'^r-F ; ffl»®fift«:^y^/Dt 

(9) -btfr^r-F : ^»iffi«*-bif7'feeL<«9^1f 

(10) u if-v'a F : m^mm^v^v -tf 

[0 0 2 7] $/-c. flS 1 (D^SttSti, 
5 C i: {C J; X -y 'Jm^<D^WpS U < {±iSMte / 1' X<D 



[0 0 2 8] *i3. ±fa (a) ~ (e) icm-r^mwm w 

J. «K*Bu« i: -r 7 -y i *^«iJ5Ut UTffl 

[0 0 2 9] f'->*:5f;l/*p<^ 1 (i, y^yi/a.n 

Mih^r-Kj ti^mif^tl. F L^—KIS^Xl'-y^l 1 
±J ®S^:-K*^-9--f >y i'lc^tJj^tsO. v-'-rti*^ 

K*— Ki: LTSMt- K&CfXn— >>i7D^:- KA< 
St^^tlfcti^{±. F L^:- K^^XY y^ 1 He J: 5 
^— KSS^ttilM^n, SS^:-KT-{i r5g^«ih^— 

-Kj A't^ti^^nsft^^nso 

[0030] xi^:?;!/*^^ 1 fi. 1/84:1/ 

2 0 <o 2 «a©ffltg^ K bt^»j: * n, mx 

a'ff^^tS^X-r -y 5^ 1 2 ;Sr:&{c X ^ Kf -5 4: , EEiti 
^K= l/8A^^^Sn. :fefcx^-Y K-r^i:. flEi^^ 
K= 1/2 0*<l5!£$nSo ^*3, *lli!iti«Jg.^-e«±, 

2 aSOffi^* K ii^mmm^Tt^ J: -5 tc LT^/''S*^ 

3 asj£(±<off iBi^ K ^mmm^-vt ^j^^icLxi^x 

[0 0 3 1 ] MtC, *J><7*«:a52(DW®<JDfeffi8±gi5fC 4o 
fix riESi^-Kj t W^^r-Kj 4:^«^tS^-r€. 
S^/S*fe€~ K^^X-r «y ^ I 4 A^iSJt 6 n, C oie 
S/H^^- K^^X'T -y ^ 1 4 «;feiHiJfc ^miiS 

AfflfTsj^^-r^x-r-y^i yA^asttsnrv^So ibsj*- 

p< ^- U K 1 8 {clBSiSn/-c»^i®fl6«- L C Da^SP 
1 OfcS^a^-rS^-KT-feSo fBSi/?i3fe^- KS 
SX-Y-y^^l 4fe2}g^5<OX^YKX-i'-y^A>6iS:0, 
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I'^Xi'-y^l yy->iXi'>y5=-*^e>*»J, 
tt^T'X'f y^A^lf^n^i:, -rS^^/l/^pC? 1 
jb^SASn. 5l-7«®-ex-i'-yf=-j!)^if?n5 4:, ^-OW 

[0 0 3 2] $fc, *^^*:t*gI3 2«±ffiJi:{±. ia3tc 

6, 7A^iaitenTi'>So WffiiBj*>e.*Tx-r-y 

^ 7 (o^Efflijti: ^ ^ u K 1 8 icmm^tircmm^mm 

±»C -y ^ > 9 A'latJ- e>nr V -"So 
[0 0 3 3] *T'S^^;bA;j<^ 1 tt, SSE-T-S J: -^tCrJ/ 

/'c«StaScD.iN>7i' h/^^>Xia@ (WBIHS) *ff 

L C D^^SB 1 0(i:^•::::Sr^^^LTffl]K#3!)^ma^0WB 

[0 0 3 4] rS'j^Jt^— KT*fDffl»<7D^(OX'l'y^6, 
7ii:<fe;5iii^^aiS<oSS?i:{i. L C Dg^SP i otc^-z^ 

6. 7*»ftLTmS£OWBilSA^;S:$nfc-9-A4s.'r;l/ 

[0 0 3 5] —77. H^CBgOX-r-y^e, 7JCJ;5ie 
^iii»<D3Vj^») KT'{± L C Dg^SB 1 

Olc^^-'J*-Kl 8tclSSi*nfciS»*^riTS#i:4; 
fefcS5^?nS<fc-5fi:)ftoTt3l3, L C D^Ti^gP 1 Otc 
ajK$n/j:3Tia«|;S:#|ll75i[Rj (a»/lg«>3i6]) SL< 
{±KWS:^|6l («l^)lHi:)S»®75-|Bj) fc^MJi^-TSC 

[0 0 3 6] X-r-y^eti. WBliSffl(7DjS«^tC:fel^r 
Ji> L C D^^gp 1 0 ti:«^$n/c-9-A^>-r;mj^coS 

:;^"r'5>?fpItc:3V3j|»9'r^/c:46(DX-r -y^ aXTx UP 
OS5?tC*3t^T«. LCD^^gpl 0{u«^Snfc*9-A 

[0 0 3 7] i&fe, LCDStSSPI 0tC:^y^/^^;l/X 
-r-y^^Stt. CcO:$?*y^/^*;l/X>r^y^tcj:0 L C D 
S^gpi 0{cS^^nfc:'^A^W;l/iiift;&]l«-rScl:'5 

[0 0 3 8] s/c. ^:^'^^w^2<Dmmci±^ msic 
[0 0 3 9] mat. T'iy^jiti?^^ Kom'^Jhoyy^u 



CO 0 4 0] ffl«gP3P^CDV^7nX-Ab>X3 0 1 ic 
^U-^ (T-G) 3 0 9(i:. ±tBffl® HISS 3 0 2 CD« 

^M^T'fei^o ccDoLvr-tyv-sos a:iT. cc 

D 3 0 3 ^IBSf*f -So ) ti. C C D:^^— xgT-lr>-9- 
;b^6*^ffl«^?T% Vi$^dX-AU>X3 0 ncj:?) 

)s»^nfcis?^f*^o^^^. R am . c m) . b io 

(«) ofe^ii'toili^fl^ (#ili^T*§7t^n/ciiimff 
^ 3 0 9(i;. C C D 3 0 3cO|g©j^ 

[0 0 4 1] ffl«SgP3tc43tt§iiaiS«JWi. 

^^oTl/^^C0T% C C D 3 0 3CDii^a. "T^S:^ 
S--\'^y^Xtf-FtCffl^-rSCCD3 0 3coa?^S 

®^*>''V^y^5?Xtf-K;6^^^T^^:*V^i«^(i. CCD 20 

[0 0 4 2] ^-f^y^v^x^-b— ^ 3 0 9ti:. ti:^^ 
*:f*a52 *^633^fi^n§a^^ n ^tcS-::5# C C D 3 
0 3cOIK»SiJS|lffl^«:a^'r'Sfe(DT*So ^^^^^^^ 30 

stjaum^ (7jc^i^w##, mm.nmm^. 

^<7)^a^y C C D 3 0 3tcm;^*r^o 

[0 0 4 3] M^5!lS[sISS3 0 8(i. CCD3 0 3;b>e) 

DS (fflBB-S"9->:/U>y) [H]K30 8 a^AGC 
CDS HISS 308a tCcfcO H«^^<oy ^ XcOfSM^tT 40 

AGC[ii?S3 0 8 boy-rv^^s-rsc^jcj: 

[0 0 4 4] **3. AGCIilK3 0 8 aOy'<:^(i. ^ 

»Sijai!gR2o ncj:ogift^^*ns*v snc^u/'c 

- KCD^^ti. {i^5aSIiISS3 0 8T'Oy-l'>'l@S(±^S 
±*n> C C D 3 0 3C0®?5Sa^PBl(0*iT*fSffi*>JfflJA^ 

^ 0 fgl/^cOT% C C D 3 0 3 ^om^SJg^ffiJ 

mti^m<rj:o. CCD3 0 sii^^mti-^Eti^mmimmc so 
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^sn^Biy^x^b^tifta-r^ciifc^^So ?sm^-k& 

t5XD— S/>>/D€r- K-et> C C D 3 0 3 

^*AG CIHISS3 0 8 bTtiiti-r^^. ti*i^n/cBgy 

T\ cn^m^e-h^i^mmttircttit. sj^tagc 
0883 0 8 biz^^^^>m^^m±'r^^'bicLr\.> 

[0 0 4 5] ia7tlHlK3 0 4{i. y'^-yiyzLmmic:toif 
§'7^«yi/^5aD%3ta«r*ft:SiJS?gP2 0 UCcfcO^^ 

^o^Tta^^m^^^^Mtcji-r-s i:. p^isik 3 o 4 

6;^;><'^*<*a5 2 rttc^tten/c: F LS»j®I[ElgS 2 1 4 

%^#±{§^sTP?b^m;':i*n^o Fimmi^^z 1 4 

[0 0 4 6] X^^y^gfS 1 0«. ViJ^nX-AU^X 
3 0 1 (DX-A W^~3 0 6COS^{aS-»f>ti«gP3cO}S 

[0 0 4 7] ;t?^^*:»g|52rt(c:teV^T. S^P^'D^y^ 
f65fel5JSS2 0 2(iS*^D»y^*5l5fe-r§0SST'feO. 
^-r^>^**iJjai[HlSS2 0 3{i^^^>'y>^x;t^U-^3 
0 9tC5tf-r^^D^y ^C LK l&t;A/D^g5§§2 0 5 

^n^y^^^[n]gg2 0 21SLZf^^^>ifMm^S&2 0 3 

[0 0 4 8] RTC 2 0 4ti:. mBBm^wmt^rcib 
(omif^&v&^o RTC 2 0 4it7^^y(DmMmmt 

[0 0 4 9] A>/D^«IS2 0 5«. mmSi3ii^^Xf) 

t^tlrcmmm^(D&mmm^^ i o if ^y hcoy'i/^jvm 

^tc^^'r^tOT'$>§o AXD^g|gg2 0 5ti:> 
^>y»jaiI[e]SS2 0 3*>6A;^Sn^A/D^^fflcO^ 

uy^cLKz lcm^^^x&mmm^ an-u if mm) 
^ 1 0 tr ^y hcDv'i^^jim^ic^^'r^o 

[0 0 5 0] IIU^;L'MiEl5llS2 0 6ti. A/D^«^ 
tiWB[HlK2 0 7T'fTt>n^o WB[E]S82 0 7{i. 

Sijffliffl52o l7b^e>A;^I^n§. CTA{f0 9tc^x-r!i#tt;& 

[00 5 1] ^ 1 Oti^saso^^ti. 
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—^<D u^jvf)'^mmy ^ *y a. Tt^ofesstc ^a-r ^ m 
T. mmi<o rFLffiWBj it. y^^:/->zLmcn't^ 

[0 0 5 2] */c. ^i^tt^— K{c;fo^/^T(i. ffl^ili^ io 
^•^i^l>fe(C^n^cfc-5{c^^cOWBPSffi (fi?JJ;ttfB 

/G = 1. R/G = K (> 1) ) ttm^^n^^ X^. 

p« — L r t ^ ^ 5^ J^Ct v'— >(c ifii. ^^HM*^ 
^«)«S[<OWBSiSfii*^ffllc?n. 

fi? L /cm^o W B iSSfitT'toS-r -5 c ^ L T V > § o 
[0 0 5 3] yffiiElHlKZ 0 8(i. 111^7=^-^0 yi|#14 
«:fflIE*r5fecOTfeSo ^ 1 tcfefrt^PSiafflati y ffllE 
lElgS2 0 STtT^n^o y?fIEIfiISS2 0 8ti. 1^1 Otc 

^^SnfcfflK^-FJClSUTm^iDyffiiET^- 

:/;l/tcJ:t)a^'r-^Oy*iiE:&fT*^o *:J3. CCOy 
MiEj!aStc43(/>T. 1 Olf h<7)Hmf^-^ti. Slf^y 
h (2 5 6Pgp) ^Oiii^-x-iS^tC^^^n^o yMiEJtt 

[0 0 5 4] Sfc. R, G, BO^^fe^^J^OiSftT'-^ 

[0 0 5 5] la 1 0tC*5V^T. Itlt®^*. y=0. 4 5 
^OyltlST'fe^. fflftili^^LCDa^gPl 0 (y = 
2. 2iOy?$14^r^-r^) tca^-r^^.Oil®5astc®i 

D 3 0 3 ti:<fc 0 1 / 3 0 (#) mc^-^mmm^n. 
c L c oa^SP 1 0 - ^^a^* 

iii«^Oiii^4[la^c*3V^T^i:. <i: 0 y MiE«:?T 

[0 0 5 6] S/c. y=0. 5 50y1^ttT* 
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e^^^Hlfc;S:$n. p<^U;^-Kl 8(cieiS^n/cffi® 
iSSti:. iim. v'^— y^;bn>tfrt — ^ 1 9;&/M.T^ 
(y=l. 8(Oy??14*^-r^) tcB^S^^tl^ 

[0 0 5 7] */c. ?$tt(Dti:. if^14(Dc]:!:)t yM^/jN^ 
< L/cfecOTfet). (DTyffliEb/c 

[0 0 5 8] ^/c. ^^tt®ti. y1#tioA;^b-^;b^ 
®, (DcfcD feJElfBLT rfgj U^;\/mmitCio^f^y<Dm 

®vymiELrcm^it. #14®. ®z-ymmLrcm^^ 

p Ks cf -7 ^ D K TjSK $ n s H^tc igffl ^ n 
^ 1 (ommmmo) mm^ mm) o 

[0 0 5 9] S/c. ^^'tt®^)8SfRl-t7)?ftt«r 
JM±T*y0&St€:fttcLfct><OT*feSo C<Dl*tt®T*JJ:. 

[0 0 6 0] ^Ttcso. mm^'evzoBits ymm 
T'fe^o iiiftp<^u 2 0 9fi. \yiy—L.'i^<Dmm^m 

*WLTi>^o -r^t)-^. 2 0 9(i:. CCD 

3 0 3 n nm^mmm^m LXl^^m^. n X mil* 

tc. Siii*T=^— :$?G ( i , J) = 2-n. 1. 

2. -m) A^m-rsH^fae (i. j) fciatt^n^ 

[0 0 6 1] VRAM 2 1 Ofi. L C 0^^815 1 OfcS 
±&7jk'Sn^mm'f—^(D/^yyr:^^VV&^o VR 
AM2 10(i. LCD^^asi OCDiii^aJcmLfciii 

[0 0 6 2] mmmmi^mic^^^rit. mms^3ic^K> 
1/3 0 (#) micmm^nrcmm(o^mm'r-iif)^A 

/D^^gg2 0 5-yMlE[H]SS2 0 8 ct 0 m^<D{i^ 
SftS^fiS$n/c?^. la^p^-tU 2 0 9(i:tetS$n§i:^ 
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t,{C. *f*SiJ^g^2 0 1*/1-LTVR AM2 1 OtCitoiM 

^n, Lcoa^gpi ofc^5^?nso cn»cj:Dffl» 
{±. K 1 8*^6is»ta*n/£iii»*^*f*sijffli 

352 0 1 T'm^«0fi^J!ia*^)5S^ta/cf^. V R AM 2 1 

CO 0 6 3] Xf' y^if2 1 1 f±, U PXl'v^6, D 
OWNXl'-y^^?, mSX'T-y^S. FL^^-KS^X 

Kta^x-f >y ^ 1 4 tc&tfmm'e- h-mmx-f -v ^ i e 

CO 0 6 4] K I /F 2 1 2ti. ;^^:U*— Kl 8 

^/■c4i><D-r>4»-7-f-XT'fcS„ $/-c, jlfiffll/F 

2 1 /1-y-:h^l/=i>lf:i-;5' 1 9«rji<ioIfiltc51. 

^mm-t^rctbco. m^niR s - 2 s 2 cmmcmuL 

CO 0 6 5] F imm^^Z I 4li. 75'y->:i 5<D5I 

yt^wm-r^m^X'^^o F LSir(»iiiss2 1 4{i, 
$ijfflia5 2 0 1 (omwmmcm-ri^y^yiyzL ^nrntn 

3 0 4 is^^x■hi^t\.^mtw±m^ s t p tcs-^^ 7 5 

•y ->a 5 (D^ytm^mmt^o 

CO 0 6 6] *(*SiJfflia52 0 1 a, v-f ^a=i>tfi- 

CO 0 6 7] $fc. *i*»ja3igi52 0 1 li. mmumm 

('>-w^'Xtf-K) «rS^-rSfc:a6®iW*¥iJ^gI52 1 

5 i:i^-\'>v^Xtf-K (S S) ^^g|!2 1 6 t^MpLX 

v^-5o ss*ij^si52 1 5ii. mm'^m^miOBi^^x. c 

CD3 0 31CJ:»5 1/3 0 (©) «»cail?ji*n5H» 

t)-^. il?fifij^a52 1 5{i, B^^f; 2 0 9{CM«f6^ 

CO 0 6 8] m&n^Si2 1 5{i, 01 nc^-r<i:^ 

tC, iBfiRpt^^'J 2 0 9cDfetiaiU7'*9fitOra';;^B 
(1). B(2). •••B(9)t^J-SlJL, S:/a'V^B(r) (r = 

I, 2. -9) {c^stisG im) (D^is.^<omm7'- 

^Gi (k, h) ^fflv^T§:/a-y^^B(r)«rf^«-r-5» 
ja7=^-^BV(r)^l[tilf ;5o 

CO 0 6 9] ->-vj'^'Xkr-K^^^2 1 6(4, m&m 

->-Vy:S»Xtf-KT V (C C D 3 0 3<0«»^ffl) 

^•r«t<o-efe«o ->-»"y^'xi;-K^3gsP2 i ea, 

CO 0 7 0] iz-v-y^SfXtr-KT vti:, A^^Sift^Jc 



m^wffi m^i£ 1/12 8 (#) ) tcww^^^n, 

tlK#«H^e^^i:^3^/^T, 5^-vy^Xtf-KSSg|52 l 6 

CO 0 7 1 1 C(OiK^, §«J, 1/12 8 <0'>^ 
^ X tf- K T V T-}f ft^nrcSfSfcS-rJ^W^^n/'c 

X i;- F* 1 ®»Sii»c bT:^>:«oiB»A<tt»*n, I? 
i/-^' -y ^^X tr- K T V *Mlc 1 S^iSafc LT:i>:«OB» 

- FT vcoiiissi:A^3:gs{ciaio3i$nT^-5^rB^iiija 

aiSm -> + -y :S» X tf — F T V 5 o 
CO 0 7 2] *fc. *«cSiJffllSP2 0 1 {4, VWl 

^X-l- yf^-l BT'^^^n/iffi^^-FtClSCr^^iii 

»tcm^€>^ig[Sjias«rfT3^iK»5aaa52 1 1 

20 iSi!tSaaSI52 1 7f4, 'fiy^;iy-fj\y$Hcj;:t)m§^miSi 

C©ffliE5aS(4. ^^$n/-cffl^^:- Ftc/SCT^ 1 <o 
ra:-y'>"3SiSftiaj tcffi^-TSffla^fr^o 
CO 0 7 3] 08{4, )l&St«!lSgf!2 I 70lHlKSi«0 

— llJl<OJg^^^-r:7^a -y i'la-^^So 
COO 7 4] I^EJC^-r J: -5 fc, J^igaiBSgP2 1 7 

{±. Yfi^^fi!c[HlK2 1 7 A. CM^*figIilK2 1 7 

B. L P Fle]S8 2 1 7 C, HP F 111882 1 7 r^TU 

y-^m^z 1 7 E. /jo»f§2 1 7 F. 2 1 7G&am:'7 
30 IB1SS2 17H. 2 1 7 I *>e>««*n, A:^5nfcR. 

G. B«7)fefie5i-«il^fi#;&)^S{i^Yi:^nv<B^c 

S!f5aa*)StiLT2aa®ffS«^Y 1. Y2«:^^L, 

it?a«^Y 1 ti'u•^m^ctii^(br^^^\<Dmmm^ 

CO 0 7 5] m&m^Y 1 i:4'aT|l^c*^"E.ftsmi 
cOH^<i^«. ffl^IB^oaSiliSfiE^^iiADLTx-yi^ 

^^^mmi.rci><ox&^o ^nm(ommxit. hpf 
mm^^nji-yi^^mj t r?ii6©x-y>7^pj o 

2l5PgT-ffK.5J:^tC*-r)TV''5o ^JP*-F, 
^r-F, ^^b-X-y— ;l/^r- Fv -btfT^r-FSD'y^ 
'J -lf-'> 3 F<0«K^^- F*<ia3t*nTV^S t # 

{4, mm^mmsaz i 7*>e^iPWi5:x-yv'^i^s!iaA^ 

^at~F<Dti»Je— F*^ISft*nTi/>5i:*»4, 
StfiaSg|?2 1 7A^e)?Si6©x-y->-?SPJQS3!)^tTt>nrcm 
1 ^0il(|^©^A^tiJ;^)^n5o m.M'e- F&tfv^ae- 
50 FT'§i46£Dx-y v7^ia:grtT^«>{4. JaS^ST'(4il^© 
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[007 6]— 7?. mmm^\2ti^tl•7m^cti!)^p> 

* V 7 h 7 * XTAmoilS?j!)^?t e.*>%iSHfcfi:± 

{4, C C D 3 0 1 0«?^«4)-^ffi*^R< «:SOD»C]«;UT 

[0 0 7 7] Y<i#*^filllgS2 1 7 Ati, R. G. B<0 

Cfi^^fi)c|5]^2 1 7 B{±, R, G. B®fe^5i'C0 

J5)tlll!S2 1 7 Aa. R, G. B (DSfeJ5R5}'*3T^®lt^ 
•CtoSC-g-fiELTlSa^i^Y (=Kr • R + Kg • G + Kb 

• B. Kr. Kg. ¥.h\mm.) ^rsai-rso s/t, 

#^fig(lIK2 1 7 Bf4, R. G. B«#5-fefig^^-*ffll''T 
»*fi^Y^icai-rSi: i:fe(c, ccoSSM^Y i: R, 
B®^fe«5^i:cofeM<i^ (R-Y) , (B-Y) 
mb, Ctl6®fe||M^ (R-Y) , (B-Y) ^fe« 

[0 0 7 8] Y«^^fiKlH]K2 1 7 M3^lb\i^ti-^tX^m 
afi^Yti. L P F151SS2 1 7 C, HP F 2 1 7 DRt? 
*0lCS2 1 7 GfcA^Sn^ C<i^S*KlHl8S2 1 7 B*> 
P)ai;'j*n-g)fe©^Ct4. ffi:^|HlK2 1 7H. 2 17 1 

[0 0 7 9] L P F|51gS2 1 7 Ca, fflSW^cOfg^iS 
^■ii^iA^-t^'fV^lX^u—f^xy^tVifX^*). HP 

H 2 1 7 D(±. m^m^(D-^m^fS.^^^mt^^^j^ 

;l//N-rMX7i';l/^T*fe'5o LPFIH1K2 1 7 0(4, 
^{f01 2(cS^-r7'<';l/^f^a*^-r5f^i^*;l/a— 
X^-f/l/^T-feOx HP F[aIgS2 1 7 Dtt. 
■y iy^mm hi ^46001 -y v'iaSffl (D 2 SSco 7 -< ;U 0^ 
St^^f ^7^->*:5';l/>'W/^x:7-(';l/^T'^S<, ?S460x 

[0 0 8 0] 3 7''J>'-J^0SS2 1 7 Efi. HF P 

08S2 1 7Dfc.tottm*nfc»iS<i#YoasiSifie^^ 



y-fX^»«:^£-r«lll8ST'a&^o a7Uy^lHlSS2 1 
7 E tt. 014 »C^-r L. H P F (g 

SS2 1 7 DA^e.A;'3*n/c:)l*a[^#Y©b'<;l/V;Sr^^ 

rU-^Jlii'i roj KftSOTx =ITU>^I1SS2 1 7 E 

[008 1] LP FiHigS2 1 7 ci}^^mt}^n^m&m 

10 ^Y(o{mmli^^it. nm^z 1 7cicxt)-sn. hp 
FIH1SS2 1 7 Dti^ibiiitiiti^mmm^Y(r)Mm'i&m^ 

^±^ =i7»J>i^llISS2 1 7 E>&Q'jDltS2 1 7 FtcA:'^ 
^nSo Sfc, =irU>'yiHl8S2 1 7 Ei)^P>tiit}^tl^ 

=17' V >'!fmmm<Dmmm^ y fmnsi 

2 1 7 Gti:A:^5n5o 

[0 0 8 2] nanS§Z l 7 FT{4WSM^Yi:C©Sfft 

fl^YcDliSJliSfiit^iiA^fipmi^^nTSSfl^Y lA^ 
^fig^n. c©)S*^^Y 1 ttai:']lHlSS2 1 7 I ti:A;/3 

SS2 1 7 I A^6t43i>V'>*gB^*<^IS$nfc:iliftfi#A^ai 
tl^n^o S/i. A01CS2 I 7 G-e(±«Sfi^YiOfg^ 

m-B^tirmmiMWY zti^^m-^Eti. c(Dmm.m^Y2 

litiitsm^Z 1 7H{CA;^Sn-5c ®*«#Y2«47t® 
«»iB»©{SSS[^5J' t y f Xfi)c«-*KI£ L-Z-cS^ffi^^ 
5i'i:*tI^LTiiift«i«S«[riE5^«:fg«-r5 i: i: fete, 
ii5iliSy'l'X^M?£LTl'>S<?DT% m;^;lslSS2 l 7 H*> 

30 

[0 0 8 3] ^LT, ti5;'3ls]SS2 1 7 H. 2 17 1*^6 
fCj;OV>-rnA^— 75"<Offi:/3[sISS2 1 7 H. 2 1 7 I *>6 

tim-^tnx\.^^t. \hti^n2 1 7HA^6itP*^oi# 

40 KA^iS^^nxv^i:. dl;'3ls]gS2 l 7 I*>6X'y5/'A^ 

[0 0 8 4] mmmm^2 1 sa, mm^'-'e^) 2 0 9fc 
is»s^tiTv^5R. G. B(o^^js.^(Dmmmm^mm 

^9m%2 1 7*>&m;'3^nSSlS«#Yt«rffll^T« 
[0 0 8 5] ^fiji!lS£HS2 1 8(4, j§i$S(iei9SS2 1 7 

A^emti^n^feSffl^ (r-y) . (b-y) «rfflt> 
50 T, Tiesw^ (1) (c^fjs^a^ia, 
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[008 6] 



(R-Y) ' 




a b 


X 


(R-Y) 


4- 


e 


(B-Y) ' 




c d 




(B-Y) 




f 



[0 0 8 7] ±13 ( 1) ^^C:teV^T. a-- ni^SLZ\ 

Y) ' . (R~Y) ' (o^m:hmm'^n^o suc^stt io 
§ rii^cosaiaj . m^mco^mj it. (a, b, 
c. d. e. f) (o^^^m^. mm-r^ctic^on 

So **3. ccom^irt. miEm (e, f) comit. m 
(0. 0) TfeSo 

[0 0 8 8] S/c. yb-xy-;I/^— K{C:feCtS m 
(a. b, c, d, e. f) = (0, 0. 0. 0. 0. 

0) tLT (I) ^^mn't^ctic^ont>ti^o * 20 

^Wimr^$>^<DX\ (a, b, c, d. e, f) = 
(0. 0. 0. 0. E. F) tLT (1) xe^rUKf-S 

feM<l# (R-Y) ' =E. (B-Y) ' =Fi:^So 
[0 0 8 9] $fc. *t*SiJfflISB2 0 1 it. S^m^f^e- K 
tcisi/^T. m\ 5tc^"r<t'5tc, WBlHSM'&tJ^SftS 30 

^3atO'9-A^>^;bH^s G 1 — s G 9 cmnmmM.^(o 

H^) *LCDa^gi5i 0{cvhU»;/^XS^-rS^< 

;bili^{t^gP2 1 9 ^c<o^tA:^^;l/H^{^^SP2 l 9 
TM'^^SnrciSSicDI^-A^^^yl/iijftS G 1 - S G 9^v 

h V ^ :^mcm^iLrm7jkmm (j^t. coafs^y 

g|52 2 0^«:fii^Tl.^So 



[0 0 9 0] V-L.^^jVm»Vff&^2 1 9(i. lafflSiOU 
^s^nri^s^^. il^;^-tU 2 0 9:6>e>mS^OiB^ 

it. s^mifmm<D&(Dm'f'tLr9mm<Dm^^m^f}'^ 
mM-^nr^o. •9-A^-r/biii»f^^gi5 2 i 9(i. mm 

^•tU 2 0 97b^6 9lHl. ®1t-r^-^^ffi<+^>:/U>^ 
LT+>-A^^^;l/lii« SG1~SG9*9 ttCff^ L. 
A^-Y^I/jii^ S G 1 — 5 G 9 (cTfB* 2 (C^-T U^/HS 

[00 9 1] S/c. ■9-A:t^^;l/iiifif^^a5 2 i 9it. ffl 

fSJcSt^^U^/l/iaSStfWBiHS^rSELTs iSKScia 

11352 1 licthtf-r^o 

[0 0 9 2] >^Utf^-jlftf^^a52 2 0(i. 

7l/ilil^f^^gB2 1 9A^e>iili:^^. A;'3?n§t^-A:^'Y;l/iii 

»5G 1-509 *vRAM2i 0 (ommmiiMmmc 

VRAM 2 1 OtOlEfiSWcfcl^T+^A^^yl/H^ 
S G 1 ~ 5 G 9 V h U *y ^ X (^HiSSOJ^ffiT* 

(i. 9x9(DSB?iJ) {cgE?iJL/-ciS«AM^^^n§<J:'5 
{C. St»-A:t>^;l/®ft S G 1 ~ S G 9 fi/IIS:^^. VRAM 

2 1 otctei^^n. LCDg^gpi otcg^^nso 

[0 0 9 3] 
[«2] 
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No 




W B fi 




1 


SG I 


R/G = ni 1. B/G= 1 




2 


SG 2 


R/G=ml, B/G=l/nl 




3 


SG3 


R/G= 1 , B/G= 1/n 1 




4 


SG4 


R/G = m2. B/G= 1 




5 


SG 5 


R/G«m2, B/G=l/n2 




6 


SG6 


R/^G= 1 , B/G= 1/n 2 




7 


SG 7 


RXG = m 1 , B/G= 1/n 1 


- 1 E V 


8 


SG8 


R/G = ml, B/G=l/nl 


-2Ev 


9 


SG9 


R/G=m2, B/G=l/n2 


- I E V 



(fi«) 

R : a5ffij^OR^^(0±^^ffl 
G : lI®W(OG^5^(C>:^^^M 
B : ilffi|^OB^i^CD±^^ffl 
ml>m2>l. 0, nl>n2>l. 0 

- 1 Ev : asi,{A^im»r>^-\zmjE^^zt. 

-2Ev : «tfl{IS:2«4*7>'^-fcffliEi-«>c:i: 



CO 0 9 4] WBp^tC^oV^T. R/G^l. OJ:^;^ 20 
^<LTi/Ki:. 9S^tt;b^?Sl-lii<t^J&^o -77> B/G 
«rl. 0 <!: LTV^< i:. M«*^3fii^iii^ 

SGI. s G 4 (i*f^cD?ii>H*ili«^^b. 
A:^^;l/iii^S G 3. SG6ti. Mt$fcco?av^M*iii^«: 
^LTl/^So Sfc. R/G€:l. 0<kO;*:#<b. B/ 

CDT. 1tA:^Y;Hii®SG 2. S G 5 fi^gfecO?SV>M*: 
iSfi»*^LTl/^^o *fc. tl-A^-Yyl/H^S G 7. SG 
8Ci. ^tA;^-r;l/H^S G 2<D^«:fiq^^S?«:ffllK./'c 30 

-^-A^^^^mi^S G 9(i. -9-A^-r;l/iiift 
S G 5<7)^ft:6q;Q:0^^^«:a]^/cfe(OT*fc^o fit^T. 
■9-A:^.-Y;l/iii«SG7'-SG9T*Ci. IS#^(Olgfec057 

[0 0 9 5] i^i^tJ^-KT'ti:. ffllBA^fT^n^ i:. S 
•f. LCDS^gPl OJC, HI 5{i:^*r*9'A:^-i';l/jaft 

s G 1 - s G 9 icj^^s^m('f^mmm(DM.^mmib^m7ik 

?n^o lai Stc^aV^T. -9-A^^;l/iiifftS G KDUM 

U PX-r^y^6&t;DOWNX>l'*y^7^}S{tLT 
L C D«^gp 1 0 *c^^*nfc-9- A:^-r;l/iii^S G 1 ~ 
S G 9cot>-rn7b^*StR-r^i:. p<^U:^-Ki StclB 

P X-f ^ 6 RCf D O W N X-r ^ 7 ^fpj^tc^ft-r ^ 



[00 9 6] ^LT. WBiagSt>^U^;bPBiDiS^M 
Tb^iS^^fti^i:. 2 0 9;b^^fflKHfti0^ili 

»-r-^A^+>-A:^-f;l/iS«f^fiKg|5 2 l 9lc»!^tB*n. 

t^. /Saia5£lSSI5 2 1 7{CttS^3SnSo 
[0 0 9 7] *llj!fB<7)jg^T*(±. 

eco-y-A^^-r/i/iEft^L c 1 O^cvl-U^y^X*? 
5i'SiJbTvhU^y^XS^^-y:;g>ci:afcLTtc^<. M 

n(Dn^^^n.^m\m:^'^mK>(ommx- 1 tj^^o^rt c 

[0 0 9 8] ^/-c. *:it^jaia5 2 0 1 ti. ffi^ilfi^^^fB 
«gB2 2 1 1 8{ctB®^n/ciiift«rL C 

^iij«^^gi5 2 2 2 t^myLX\.^:^o 

[0 0 9 9] ^v^mmuzQ ui. isi8^--Ftc*5i^ 

T. i^-^»y^>i<^:/9fCcfc0ffiK*^*§^^n§i:. fflK 
f*«r^^U> }l]^B^{cM*r^-r>T^-y^Xlfffi (nT 

[0 10 0] %mmm^jSL^2 2 \ m^m^m^z 
1 7atfsgsj!(iagi52 1 sxmm9&mm'rt>rircmBm 

»(C2:^7EDCT^». >'N:7VV^^ftl¥tOJ PEG 
(Joint Photographic Coding Experts Group) 75"^lC 

cfc^m^ojEiffijaa*i5gLTJEffi^^^x-r>y^ 1 zx 
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[0 10 1] $/c. M^ili^^^gi52 2 2(i. ^^U^ 
— F 1 8A>e)iS®'r-:$?*R^^mLTLCDS^gBl 0 

8{CfB^^n/c:iiim^-^fflcOyfi^a (=0. 5 5) 

Dg^g|5l OtcB^f ±IEy<^S(^LCDS^ffl 
C»y{3&a(=0. 4 5) ^^0^@^^c,^:^)r3>h^Xh 
y4^14*SMiE-rSo "T^^t)-^. ^^iS»^fiEa52 2 2 

^7^~^{Cy = 0. 8 2^0y^t^±T'yffiJE*SEL/c^S. 
«i^^> V R A M 2 1 0 tCteagLTiaSiii^tO L C DS^ 
gPl 0'\cOS^S.T^:&fT*^o 

[0 10 2] :^>:{c. •rv^^^b;^;^'^ 1 (omm^e— KtC^ 

lai 6, mi 7tc^*r:7n— Ftctjf^TSiB^'r 
[0 10 3] ti»$ijgiJ{i:. ±tLr\£^-yT^>irfii 

[0 10 4] 12^/11^^- F^^^- K 1 4tCcfcDie 

m^e- FA^is^sns i:. »j®gP2 0 4 vmrn^e- fis 30 

i^ifts ±jaiL/c:AG C[e]gS3 0 8 b. WB(H]K2 0 7a 
t>>ISlE[HlgS2 0 8 0Sln]KMmc/§&|gjSa^a5 2 1 7 

&a5^fijaagi52 1 8co^iasgptc5t*r^'i^g^4Q.a/^ 

[0 10 5] COft. S-r^ v^-V y^5^Xtf-FT v*^»] 

(1/1 2 8(#)) icmm^n (#2) . y=0. 
4 SOylftt (lai 0tOJt#14(D) fi^m^-SEtircik (# 40 
4) . CCD3 0 3tCci:^iS7tOTfflte*n§ (#6) o 
^ LT. m^cDSSTt^M (T V = I / 1 2 8 (S» ) 
Sig-rSi: (#8T'YES) . C CD3 0 3T*ffig^^n 

rcmmmm)m^m^n (#10). «^«iai5j8g3 0 

8. A/D^i^§g2 0 5-yMlE(HlSS2 0 8tCj:0m^ 
<0®®^Kia5bnT*t>n/c:fg (#12). iii^pi^U 2 0 

9(uteii*n§ (#14)0 2 0 QfcfBit^ 

rtfcmrnv'-^it^ is-^jc. vram2 1 otc^^a* 

n. L C DS^gpi otc^:z^g^^n§ (# 1 6) o 

[0 10 6] mi^r. mmmm(Dmm'f-^f3mmt£n so 



(# 1 8) > CtOj!SfiT=^-i$ftcS'::5l>Ti/'\''y ^Xlf- 
FT v*<3gIEA>?5*>*<*iJ5?iJ*n5 (#2 0) o mmr- 
^(ft. Jiftlli^*9fBcD:ra y ^ B (1)-- B (9)tc5J^tiJb 

(lai l#es) ^ S:ra^y>7B(i) (i = 1, 2. - 
9) S(C. ^iOyD^y>7B(i){C^$n'5G (*S) 
^^i^cDiii^f^'- ^ B V ( i ) LZ-c OT'fe 

So ^LT. 9facO®jS[-r— ^B V(l)— B V(9)*^n 
•?nm^cO>'N><Lx^;l/(DBifflB Vfl&tfn — U-^;;l/£0g8 

[0 10 7] mmmmfi^^i*im\cm^t^^i)\ sg-r? 
(#2 0T*NO) . mmmmcoBMmicvimicjtii^riy-^ 

•y^Xt!-FT v*^HLT (#2 2) . SS. S-^^y 

^xtr- FT voas:&^j^-rs-c< x-r etcM 

T'feS) ^-a-fi. i^-v^y^Xt^— FT vAMS/Jn 

^^/^ffi{c^M*n. ««ia»A^±»w(cBg-r^s (k^ 

T'V^-T'feS) m^l^i. v^^ y^Xtr-FT v*M® 
:;^^i/^fa(c^M*nT. X'f'y:/# etc j^So 
[0 10 8] ^LT. 7.ir y:f^ 6'-# 2 2(0;l/-y* 

m*:)mL. v'-v^'v^xtf-FT v;5)^igiEffi{c^^^ns 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the 
original precisely. 

2 **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] A digital camera characterized by providing the following An image pick-up 
means to carry out photo electric conversion of the photographic subject light figure to a 
picture signal, and to incorporate it A display means to display an image The 1st storage 
means which memorizes a picture signal incorporated with the above-mentioned image 
pick-up means temporarily A sample picture creation means to create an image quahty 
sample picture of two or more sheets from which the above-mentioned picture signal is 
read from a storage means of the above 1st, an image processing is performed with two or 
more characteristic values set up beforehand, respectively, and image quahty differs, A 
display-control means to display an image quality sample picture of two or more sheets 
created with the above-mentioned sample picture creation means on the above-mentioned 
display means, An image selection means to choose an image quahty sample picture of any 
1 among image quality sample pictures of two or more sheets displayed on the 
above-mentioned display means, An image-processing means to perform an image 
processing with the same characteristic value as an image quality sample picture which 
read the above-mentioned picture signal from a storage means of the above 1st, and was 
chosen with the above-mentioned image selection means, and the 2nd storage means 
which saves a picture signal to which an image processing was carried out with the 
above-mentioned image-processing means 

[Claim 2] A digital camera characterized by enabling processing with each means of a 
sample picture creation means, a display-control means, and an image -processing means 
when predetermined photography mode set up beforehand is made possible by setup and 
this photography mode is set up in a digital camera according to claim 1. 
[Claim 3] An image processing which photography mode is evening glow mode which 
makes an evening glow scene applicable to photography in a digital camera according to 
claim 2, and is performed with a sample picture creation means is a digital camera 
characterized by being white balance adjustment processing. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The technical field to which invention belongs] After this invention carries out photo 
electric conversion of the photographic subject hght figure to a picture signal, incorporates 
it and performs a predetermined image processing to this picture signal, it relates to the 
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digital camera recorded on a record medium. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Conventionally, the main part of a camera is equipped with a 
LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) display in a digital camera, and after reading the 
photography image of two or more sheets recorded from the record medium and processing 
these photography images into a thumbnail image, what arranges in the shape of a matrix 
and indicates by the index at a LCD display is Icnown. 

[0003] Moreover, in the image processing with a personal computer, two or more kinds of 
gamma characteristics, a color tone property, etc. are used for the image captured from 
image readers, such as a scanner, an image processing is performed, the image of two or 
more sheets with which a gradation property differs from a saturation property is created, 
and what arranges these images in the shape of a matrix, and is displayed on displays, 
such as CRT (Cathode Ray Tube) and LCD, is known. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] By the way, case [ like photography of an 
evening glow scene ], since a result of the photograph which a photography person 
imagines changes with photography persons, fixed width of face is given to the image 
processing of a photography image, the operability of direction as which the photography 
person enabled it to choose a desired image processing in it of a digital camera improves, 
and it is [ in / the photography in a digital camera ] convenient. In this case, it is more 
desirable when an image processing can be chosen a photography person being finished 
and carrjdng out [ indicate by the matrix at the LCD display which prepared the sample 
picture by two or more thumbnail images with which it is finished to a photography image 
and condition differs in the main part of a camera, and ] the monitor of the condition. 
[0005] In the conventional digital camera, to the picture signal incorporated with image 
sensors, such as CCD (Charge Coupled Device), however, white balance adjustment. 
Although it is recorded on record media, such as a memory card, after the image processing 
about various image quality, such as gradation adjustment, saturation adjustment, and 
outUne amendment, is performed Generally, each image processing, such as white balance 
adjustment, is performed based on the predetermined property set up beforehand, and the 
image processing of a photography image is automatically processed within a camera. 
[0006] As mentioned above, in the image processing of a computer, although the technology 
which carries out the monitor display of two or more images with which it is finished in 
order to opt for the amendment processing about the image quality of the captured image, 
and condition differs is known, this technology is not proposed in the digital camera. It has 
an above-mentioned LCD display and does not pass to indicate by the index the 
photography image of two or more sheets recorded on this LCD display by the record 
medium also in the digital camera which indicates two or more thumbnail images by the 
matrix, and in order to choose the image processing of a photography image, the monitor 
display of two or more image quality sample pictures from which result condition differs is 
not carried out. 

[0007] This invention is made in view of the above-mentioned technical problem, displays 
two or more sample pictures from which an image processing differs to a photography 
image, is making the desired image-processing method selectable out of this display image, 
and offers the digital camera with which the photography image corresponding to a 
photography person's photography image is obtained. 
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[0008] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] An image pick-up means which this invention carries out 
photo electric conversion of the photographic subject light figure to a picture signal, and is 
incorporated, A display means to display an image, and the 1st storage means which 
memorizes a picture signal incorporated with the above-mentioned image pick-up means 
temporarily, A sample picture creation means to create an image quality sample picture of 
two or more sheets from which the above-mentioned picture signal is read from a storage 
means of the above 1st, an image processing is performed with two or more characteristic 
values set up beforehand, respectively, and image quality differs, A display-control means 
to display an image quality sample picture of two or more sheets created with the 
above-mentioned sample picture creation means on the above-mentioned display means. 
An image selection means to choose an image quality sample picture of any 1 among image 
quality sample pictures of two or more sheets displayed on the above-mentioned display 
means. The above-mentioned picture signal was read firom a storage means of the above 
1st, and it has an image-processing means to perform an image processing with the same 
characteristic value as an image quality sample picture chosen with the above-mentioned 
image selection means, and the 2nd storage means which saves a picture signal to which 
an image processing was carried out with the above-mentioned image -processing means 
(claim l). 

[0009] According to the above-mentioned configuration, a picture signal incorporated with 
an image pick-up means is memorized by the 1st storage means temporarily. Reading 
appearance of the picture signal memorized by the 1st storage means is carried out, an 
image quality sample picture of two or more sheets from which an image processing is 
performed with two or more characteristic values set up beforehand, respectively, and 
image quality differs is created, and these image quality sample pictures are arranged in 
the shape of a matrix, and are displayed on a display means. And when an image quality 
sample picture of any 1 is chosen firom an image quaUty sample picture displayed on a 
display means by photography person with an image selection means, reading appearance 
of the picture signal is carried out firom the 1st storage means, and after an image 
processing is performed with the same characteristic value as a selected image quality 
sample picture, the picture signal is saved for the 2nd storage means. 

[0010] Moreover, in the above-mentioned digital camera, this invention enables processing 
with each means of a sample picture creation means, a display-control means, and an 
image-processing means, when predetermined photography mode set up beforehand is 
made possible by setup and this photography mode is set up (claim 2). 
[00 11] If according to the above-mentioned configuration predetermined photography 
mode is set up and photography is performed in the photography mode, an image quality 
sample picture of two or more sheets from which image quahty differs based on a picture 
signal incorporated with an image pick-up means is created, and these image quality 
sample pictures will be arranged in the shape of a matrix, and will be displayed on a 
display means. And if an image quality sample picture of any 1 was chosen firom an image 
quality sample picture displayed on a display means by photography person with an image 
selection means, after an image processing will be performed with the same characteristic 
value as an image quality sample picture chosen to a picture signal, the picture signal is 
saved for the 2nd storage means. 

[0012] On the other hand, in the condition that predetermined photography mode is not set 
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up, if photography is performed, creation of an image quality sample picture of two or more 
sheets from which image quality based on a picture signal incorporated with an image 
pick-up means differs, and a display of the image quality sample picture concerned will be 
performed, and it will not be alike. Therefore, a picture signal incorporated with an image 
pick-up means is saved for the 2nd storage means, after an image processing is performed 
with a predetermined characteristic value set up beforehand. 

[0013] Moreover, this invention is in evening glow mode in which photography mode 
makes an evening glow scene applicable to photography, in the above-mentioned digital 
camera, and an image processing performed with a sample picture creation means is white 
balance adjustment processing (claim 2). 

[0014] According to the above-mentioned configuration, an image quaUty sample picture of 
two or more sheets which carried out the image processing of the image with two or more 
mutually different white balance adjustment values set up beforehand is created, and 
evening glow mode is shown in a display means a monitor table in the shape of a matrix, 
when an image is photoed with an image pick-up means. For example, two or more image 
quality Sam Ney sample pictures in which color balance collapsed like a strong image of 
redness besides an image of standard color balance or a strong orange image are shown a 
monitor table. And when an image quality sample picture of any 1 is chosen among this SA 
image quality sample picture, to the same color balance as that sample picture, white 
balance adjustment is carried out and a photography image is saved at the 2nd storage 
means. For example, selection of a reddish image quality sample picture makes image 
quaUty of reddish color balance to a photography image. 
[0015] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] The digital camera concerning this invention is explained 
using drawing. The front view of the digital camera which drawinpr 1 requires for this 
invention, and drawing 2 are the rear view of this digital camera. Moreover, drawing 3 and 
drawing 4 are the plan of this digital camera, and a bottom plan view, respectively. 
[0016] The digital camera 1 consists of the main part section 2 of a camera of a core box, 
and the rectangular parallelepiped-like image pick up section 3. The image pick-up section 
3 is seen from a transverse plane, and the right lateral of the main part section 2 of a 
camera is equipped with it rotatable in removable, and this right lateral and an parallel 
field. Moreover, the image pick-up section 3 can also be connected now to the main part 
section 2 of a camera through the interconnection cable of dedication. In addition, although 
the image pick-up section 3 is attached in the right lateral of the main part section 2 of a 
camera, you may make it attach in the left lateral of the main part section 2 of a camera 
with the gestalt of this operation. 

[0017] The image pick-up section 3 can be rotated now in the range of abbreviation 
**(90+alpha) ** in the side of the main part section 2 of a camera on the basis of the setting 
location (this location is hereafter called rotation criteria location.) of drawing 1 and 
drawing 2 . The image pick-up section 3 has image pick-up equipment which consists of 
optoelectric transducers, such as a taking lens which consists of a macro zoom, and CCD 
(Charge Coupled Device), changes the optical image of a photographic subject into a 
picture signal (picture signal which consists of each pixel of CCD with the charge signal by 
which photo electric conversion was carried out), and incorporates it. 

[0018] The display 10 (refer to drawing 2 ) which the main part section 2 of a camera turns 
into from LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) on the other hand. It has the end-connection child 

4/25 



Japanese Publication number : 11-298848 A 

13 (refer to drawing 2 ) by whom external connection of the applied part and personal 
computer of a memory card 18 Grefer to drawing 6 ) is made. After performing 
predetermined signal processing to the picture signal incorporated mainly in the 
above-mentioned image pick"up section 3, the display to the LCD display 10, record to a 
memory card 18, the transfer to a personal computer, etc. are processed. 
[0019] the image pick-up section 3 the height lay length size of the main part section 2 of 
a camera, and abbreviation - the same length size - having - and the width"of-face size of 
the main part section 2 of a camera and abbreviation - it has longwise rectangular 
parallelepiped-like image pick-up section main part 3A which has the same size, and, on 
the other hand, applied part 3B for [ of this image pick-up section main part 3A ] equipping 
the main part section 2 of a camera with the image pick-up section 3 in the side protrudes. 
[0020] As shown in drawing 5 , the macro zoom lens 301 is arranged in the interior of 
image pick-up section main part 3A, and the image pick-up circuit 302 which equipped the 
proper place of the back location of this macro zoom lens 301 with the CCD color area 
sensor 303 is established in it. Moreover, the dimming circuit 304 equipped with the 
dimming sensor 305 which receives the reflected Ught from the photographic subject of 
flash plate light is established in the proper place in the image pick-up section 3. The 
dimming sensor 305 is arranged in the proper place of the front end side of applied part 3B 
(refer to drawing 3 ). 

[0021] On the other hand, as shown in the exterior of image pick-up section main part 3A 
at drawing 2 , it is the side (when rotating +90 degrees of image pick-up sections 3 from a 
rotation criteria location) parallel to the back of the main part section 2 of a camera. The 
zoom lever 306 for performing modification of the zoom ratio of the macro zoom lens 301 
and change over with a zoom and a macro is formed in the side used as the bottom. The 
lock release lever 307 which enables balking from the main part section 2 of a camera of 
the image pick-up section 3 is formed in the right [ zoom lever / 306 / this ] slanting front 
location. 

[0022] A zoom lever 306 is a lever which can be sUd to a longitudinal direction (it is 
perpendicularly to the optical axis of the image pick-up section 3), right and left are made 
to slide this zoom lever 306 to a longitudinal direction in the zoom location PZ, and the 
zoom ratio of the macro zoom lens 301 is changed. Moreover, if a zoom lever 306 is made to 
slide rightward across the zoom location PZ and it is set as the macro location PM, the 
macro zoom lens 301 will be switched to a macro lens. In the macro location PM, a 
photograph can be approached and taken to about 50cm for a photographic subject. 
[0023] As shown in the front face of the main part section 2 of a camera at drawing 1 , the 
grip section 4 is prepared for the proper place of the left end section, and the flash plate 5 is 
prepared for the up proper place of a right edge. Moreover, in the back of the main part 
section 2 of a camera, as shown in drawing 2 , the LCD display 10 for performing the 
monitor display (equivalent to a view finder) of a photography image, the playback display 
of a record image, etc. is formed in the center of abbreviation of the left end section. 
Moreover, floor Une mode setting switch 11 about flash plate luminescence and the 
photography mode setting switch 16 for setting up alternatively two or more photography 
modes mentioned later are formed in the upper part location of the LCD display 10, and 
the end-connection child 13 by whom external connection of the compressibility 
configuration switch 12 and personal computer for carrying out a change over setup of the 
compressibility K of the image data recorded on a memory card 18 is made is formed in the 
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lower part location of the LCD display 10. floor line mode setting switch 11 and the 
photography mode setting switch 16 consist of a push switch, and the compressibility 
configuration switch 12 consists of a slide switch of two contacts. 

[0024] As a digital camera 1 is shown in the following table 1, ten kinds of photography 
modes set up beforehand are alternatively made possible by setup, and the predetermined 
image processing according to the photography mode in which the photography image was 
set up is made. If the photography mode setting switch 16 is pushed, the photography 
mode set up now is displayed on the LCD display 10, whenever it pushes the photography 
mode setting switch 16, the display can switch cyclically in order of (1) - (10), and the 
photography mode can be set up by displaying desired photography mode on the LCD 
display 10. 
[00251 
[A table l] 

[0026] In addition, each photography mode of a table 1 As opposed to portrait photographs, 
such as a photography mode (2) portrait-mode; person by whom standard image quality is 
acquired, (l) canonical- mode; - Photography mode (3) scenery mode in which proper 
image quality is acquired; As opposed to the scenery photograph which used nature and 
artificial scenery as the photographic subject Photography mode (4) night-view mode in 
which proper image quality is acquired; As opposed to the night view photograph taken 
against the background of the scene of night Photography mode (5) slow synchro mode in 
which proper image quaUty is acquired; As opposed to the image photoed with an open 
flash Photography mode (6) evening-glow mode in which proper image quality is acquired; 
As opposed to the image photoed on the evening glow scene The photography mode (7) 
macro mode fi-om which proper image quality is acquired; As opposed to the photograph 
photographed close The photography mode (9) sepia mode; mode [ photography ] (10) 
solarization mode which makes a monochrome image to the photography mode (8) 
gray-scale mode; photography image with which proper image quality is acquired and 
which makes toning of sepia or dark reddish-brown to a photography image; a photography 
image It has the contents in the mode to which a solarization image is made. 
[0027] In the low brightness scene exceeding a controllable range moreover, the signal 
amplification processing; exposure at the time of (Processing b) low brightness which 
performs emphasis of an edge portion, or reduction of a RF noise when each processing of 
this table 1 changes the fi-equency characteristic of a (a) edge enhancement processing; 
photography image -• (Processing c) gradation processing in which underexposure is 
compensated with amplification processing of a picture signal (analog signal); by gamma 
amendment (Processing d) saturation processing; which adjusts contrast " (Processing e) 
WB processing; which performs emphasis or hue rotation of the saturation of a 
photography image - it has the contents of the processing which adjusts the overall color 
balance of a photography image by adjusting a white balance. 

[0028] In addition, about the concrete image processing about above-mentioned (a) - (e), it 
mentions later. Moreover, by meaning that explanation of a remarks column fixes to the 
location of infinite distance, and photos the focal location of the macro zoom lens 301, in 
order to employ the ambient atmosphere of a night view efficiently, it means forbidding 
and photoing flash plate luminescence in night view mode, and since it is premised on flash 
plate photography, it means carrying out forcible luminescence and photoing a flash plate 
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in slow synchro mode. 

[0029] Moreover, the "automatic luminescence mode" in which a flash plate 5 is made to 
emit light automatically according to photographic subject brightness as the mode 
concerning [ a digital camera 1 ] flash plate luminescence. The "luminescence prohibition 
mode" in which luminescence of "the compulsive luminescence mode" and the flash plate 5 
which make a flash plate 5 emit light compulsorily regardless of photographic subject 
brightness is forbidden is formed. Whenever it pushes floor line mode setting switch 11, 
each mode of "automatic luminescence", "compulsive luminescence", and "a ban on 
luminescence" switches cyclically, and a selection setup of one of the modes is carried out. 
In addition, when night view mode and slow synchro mode are set up as photography mode, 
the mode setting by floor line mode setting switch 11 is disregarded, "luminescence 
prohibition mode" is set automatically in night view mode, and "compulsive luminescence 
mode" is set automatically in slow synchro mode, respectively. 

[0030] Moreover, if a selection setup is attained for two kinds of compressibility, one eighth 
and 1/20, K, for example, a digital camera 1 sUdes the compressibility configuration switch 
12 to the right, compressibility K=l/8 will be set up, and if it slides to the left, 
compressibility K=l/20 will be set up. In addition, with the gestalt of this operation, 
although it can be made to carry out a selection setup of two kinds of compressibility K, it 
is made to carry out a selection setup of three or more kinds of compressibility K. 
[0031] Furthermore, the record / playback-mode configuration switch 14 which carries out 
a change over setup of a "recording mode" and the "playback mode" are formed in the right 
end upper part of the back of the main part section 2 of a camera, and the main switch 17 
for Maine powering on is formed in the left-hand side of this record / playback-mode 
configuration switch 14. A recording mode is the mode which takes a photograph, and a 
playback mode is the mode which indicates the photography image recorded on the 
memory card 18 by playback at the LCD display 10. If record / playback-mode 
configuration switch 14 also consists of a slide switch of two contacts, for example, it slides 
to the right, a playback mode will be set up, and a recording mode will be set up if it slides 
to the left. Moreover, if a main switch 17 consists of a push switch and a switch is pushed 
by the ON state, the power supply of a digital camera 1 will be switched on, and if a switch 
is pushed by the OFF state, the powering on will be canceled. 

[0032] Moreover, in case a record image is reproduced while choosing an image processing 
(white balance adjustment processing) in the center of abbreviation in the case of 
photography with evening glow mode as shown in drawing 3 , the switches 6 and 7 for 
carrying out coma delivery are formed in the upper surface of the main part section 2 of a 
camera. Moreover, in view of the back side, the elimination switch 8 for eliminating the 
image recorded on the memory card 18 is formed in the left-hand side of a switch 7, and the 
shutter carbon biitton 9 is formed in the upper right of a switch 6. 

[0033] This digital camera 1 performs two or more kinds of white balance adjustments (WB 
adjustment) beforehand set up to the photography image in evening glow mode so that it 
may mention later, it shows two or more thumbnail images with which these WB 
adjustments differ to the LCD display 10 a monitor table, and can choose now WB 
adjustment value of a request of a photography person. 

[0034] Selection of the image processing by the switches 6 and 7 in the case of photography 
with evening glow mode is carrying out cursor assignment of the thumbnail image with 
which switches* 6 and 7 were operated and desired WB adjustment was made a monitor 
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table at the LCD display 10, checking the shown thumbnail image by looking. About the 
specification method of this thumbnail image, it mentions later. 

[0035] On the other hand, coma deUvery of the record image by the switches 6 and 7 in the 
case of playback is carrying out the modification directions of the coma image which the 
image recorded on the memory card 18 was displayed on the LCD display 10 with the coma 
number, and was displayed on the LCD display 10 in the direction of ascending order (the 
direction of the order of photography), or the direction of descending order (the direction of 
the order of photography, and reverse) in a playback mode. 

[0036] A switch 6 is set to selection of WB adjustment value. The switch for carrying out 
coma delivery of the number of the thumbnail image displayed on the LCD display 10 in 
the direction in which it increases and a coma number increases in modification of a coma 
number (it is hereafter called UP switch.) it is - the switch (it is hereafter called a DOWN 
switch.) for carrying out coma delivery of the switch 7 in the direction in which the number 
of the thumbnail image displayed on the LCD display 10 is decreased, and a coma number 
decreases in modification of a coma number in selection of WB adjustment value it is . 
[0037] In addition, a touch panel switch is formed in the LCD display 10, and you may 
make it choose the thumbnail image displayed on the LCD display 10 by this touch panel 
switch. 

[0038] Moreover, as shown in drawing 6 , the cell material well of the power supply cell E 
and the card material well of a memory card 18 are prepared, and loading opening of both 
material wells is blockaded by the base of the main part section 2 of a camera with the 
clamshell type lid 15. 

[0039] Drawing 7 is the block block diagram of the control system of a digital camera 1. In 
this drawing, the same number is given to the same member as the member shown in 
drawing 1 ■ drawing 6 . 

[0040] The converging section material (fixed drawing) to which the amount of openings 
was fixed is prepared in the macro zoom lens 301 in the image pick'up section 3. Moreover, 
a digital disposal circuit 308 and a timing generator (T-G) 309 are the components of the 
above-mentioned image pick-up circuit 302. The CCD area sensor 303 (it is hereafter called 
CCD303 for short.) is the image sensor which consists of a CCD color area sensor, carries 
out photo electric conversion of the light figure of the photographic subject by which image 
formation was carried out with the macro zoom lens 301 to the picture signal (signal which 
consists of a signal train of the pixel signal received by each pixel) of the color component of 
R (red), G (green), and B (blue), and outputs it to it. A timing generator 309 generates 
various kinds of timing pulses for controlling the drive of CCD303. 

[0041] Since drawing is fixed drawing, exposure control in the image pick-up section 3 is 
performed by adjusting the charge storage time of CCD303 equivalent to the light exposure, 
i.e., the shutter speed, of CCD303. When shutter speed with photographic subject 
brightness suitable at the time of low brightness cannot be set up, the unsuitable positive 
exposure by the underexposure is amended by performing level adjustment of the picture 
signal outputted from CCD303. That is, exposure control is performed combining shutter 
speed and a gain adjustment at the time of low brightness (see the signal amplification 
processing at the time of the low brightness of a table l). Level adjustment of a picture 
signal is performed in the gain adjustment of AGC'circuit 308b in the digital disposal 
circuit 308 mentioned later. 

[0042] A timing generator 309 generates the drive control signal of CCD303 based on the 

8/25 



Japanese Publication number : 11-298848 A 

reference clock transmitted from the main part section 2 of a camera. A timing generator 
309 generates clock signals, such as read-out control signals (a Horizontal Synchronizing 
signal, a Vertical Synchronizing signal, transfer signal, etc.) of the timing signal of for 
example, integral initiation / termination (exposure initiation / termination), and the 
light-receiving signal of each pixel, and outputs them to CCD303. 

[0043] A digital disposal circuit 308 performs predetermined analog signal processing to 
the picture signal (analog signal) outputted from CCD303. A digital disposal circuit 308 
has CDS (correlation duplex sampUng) circuit 308a and AGC (automatic gain control) 
circuit 308b, reduces the noise of a picture signal by CDS circuit 308a, and performs level 
adjustment of a picture signal by adjusting the gain of AGC-circuit 308b. 
[0044] In addition, although the gain of AGC-circuit 308a is set automatically by the main 
part control section 201, as shown in a table 1, when photography mode is night view mode 
or slow synchro mode, the gain adjustment in a digital disposal circuit 308 is forbidden, 
and exposure control is performed only by the charge storage time of CCD303. In night 
view mode and slow synchro mode, since photographic subject brightness is quite low, the 
charge storage time of CCD303 becomes long, and the dark noise contained in the picture 
signal outputted from CCD303 will increase. When both [ these ] the modes are set up, he 
is trying to dare forbid the gain adjustment by AGC circuit 308b, since there is a possibility 
of causing deterioration of image quaUty in response to the effect of the amplified dark 
noise when the picture signal from CCD303 is ampUfied by AGC-circuit 308b also in night 
view mode and slow synchro mode. 

[0045] The dimming circuit 304 controls the amount of luminescence of the flash plate 5 in 
flash plate photography in the predetermined amount of luminescence set up by the main 
part control section 201. In flash plate photography, if the reflected light of the flash plate 
light from a photographic subject is received by exposure initiation and coincidence by the 
dimming sensor 305 and this light income reaches the predetermined amount of 
luminescence, the luminescence stop signal STP will be outputted to the floor line control 
circuit 214 prepared in the main part section 2 of a camera from the dimming circuit 304. 
The floor hne control circuit 214 answers this luminescence stop signal STP, luminescence 
of a flash plate 5 is stopped compulsorily, and, thereby, the amount of luminescence of a 
flash plate 5 is controlled by the predetermined amount of luminescence. 
[0046] The switch group 310 is a switch group which detects the setting location of the 
zoom lever 306 of the macro zoom lens 301, and the setting location of the image pick-up 
direction of the image pick-up section 3. 

[0047] It is the circuit where the reference clock generating circuit 202 is a circuit which 
generates a reference clock, and the timing-control circuit 203 generates the clock CLKl to 
a timing generator 309, and the clock CLK2 to A/D converter 205 in the main part section 2 
of a camera. The drive of the reference clock generating circuit 202 and the timing-control 
circuit 203 is controlled by the main part control section 201. 

[0048] RTC204 is a clock circuit for managing photography time. RTC204 is driven by 
difiEerent power supply cell (****) from the power supply cell of Maine. 
[0049] A/D converter 205 changes into a 10-bit digital signal each pixel signal of the picture 
signal inputted from the image pick up section 3. A/D converter 205 changes each pixel 
signal (analog signaD into a lO bit digital signal based on the clock CLK2 for A/D 
conversion inputted from the timing-control circuit 203. 

[0050] The black level amendment circuit 206 amends the black level of the pixel signal 
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(henceforth pixel data) by which A/D conversion was carried out to the black level of 
criteria. Moreover, the WB circuit 207 performs the level conversion of the pixel data of 
each color component of R, G, and B so that a white balance may also be doubled and 
adjusted after gamma amendment. WB processing in a table 1 is performed in the WB 
circuit 207. The WB circuit 207 changes the level of the pixel data of each color component 
of R, G, and B using the level-conversion table which is inputted from the main part control 
section 201, for example, has the property shown in drawing 9 . 

[0051] In addition, in the case of canonical processing of a table 1, the transform coefficient 
(incUnation of a property) of each color component of a level-conversion table is set up by 
the main part control section 201 for every photography image. On the other hand, when 
night view mode and slow synchro mode are set up, since most is the flash plate light from 
a flash plate 5, as for the reflected light from a photographic subject, a level-conversion 
table only for flash plate light from which the level of the image data of each color 
component of R and B is changed into the predetermined level corresponding to the color 
temperature of the flash plate light concerned is set as the WB circuit 207. Therefore, "WB 
for floor line" of this table 1 means performing WB processing of dedication to flash plate 
light. 

[0052] Moreover, in evening glow mode, since a photography image is considered to be the 
image of an evening glow scene, in order that it may usually emphasize the redness of 
evening glow also in this case, predetermined WB adjustment value (for example, B/G=l, 
R/G=K (> 1)) is set up so that a white balance may collapse in a reddish color. But two or 
more WB adjustment values are prepared beforehand, and the photography person has 
come to be able to carry out a selection setup of the desired WB adjustment value out of 
these WB adjustment values so that the ambient atmosphere near the evening glow scene 
which the photography person has imagined can be expressed. Therefore, "fixed value 
processing" of this table 1 is predetermined WB adjustment value which breaks down a 
white balance into the color which redness cut, and means processing with predetermined 
WB adjustment value which the photography person chose. 

[0053] A gamma correction circuit 208 amends the gamma characteristics of pixel data. 
Gradation processing in a table 1 is performed in a gamma correction circuit 208. As shown 
in drawing 10 , a gamma correction circuit 208 has five kinds of gamma amendment tables 
on which gamma characteristics differ, and performs gamma amendment of pixel data on 
predetermined gamma amendment table according to the set-up photography mode. In 
addition, 10-bit pixel data is changed into 8 bits (256 gradation) pixel data in this gamma 
amendment processing. The image data before gamma amendment processing is used as 
10 bit data for preventing the image quaUty deterioration at the time of performing gamma 
amendment by the strong gamma characteristics of nonlinearity. 

[0054] Moreover, the predetermined level conversion is performed in the WB circuit 207, 
and the image data of each color component of R, G, and B does gamma amendment of 
these image data on gamma amendment table, respectively. 

[0055] In drawing 10 , property ** is the gamma characteristics of gamma= 0.45, and is 
applied to the image processing at the time of displaying an image pick-up image on the 
LCD display 10 (it having the gamma characteristics of gamma= 2.2). When the LCD 
display 10 has a function as view FINDA and a digital camera 1 is in the standby condition 
of release, a photographic subject is picturized by every 1/30 (second) by CCD303 like a 
video camera, and this image pick-up image is shown in the LCD display 10 a monitor 
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table one by one. Property ** performs gamma amendment and it is made suitable [ the 
image quality of a monitor image 1 in the image processing of the image pick-up image in 
this monitor display. 

[0056] Moreover, property ** is the gamma characteristics of gamma= 0.55, and is applied 
to the image processing at the time of recording the photography image of a standard 
photography scene on a memory card 18. In a table 1, it is applied in "canonical 
processing." It is made suitable [ the image quality of the image which external connection 
of a personal computer 19 was attained, and the image pick-up image recorded on the 
memory card 18 performed gamma amendment by property ** about the image pick-up 
image record to a memory card 18 was instructed to be by release since to be indicated by 
playback was usually considered by the monitor (it has the gamma characteristics of 
gamma= 1.8) through the personal computer 19 and was reproduced by the monitor ] for 
this digital camera 1. 

[0057] Moreover, although the image quaUty of a playback image becomes bearish and it 
becomes the weak soft image of contrast from the case where property ** made the gamma 
value smaller than property **, and gamma amendment of an image pick-up image is done 
by property ** and **, the depiction nature of a highlights portion serves as a high image. 
For this reason, property ** is applied to the image photoed by the portrait mode (refer to 
gradation processing of a table 1 "is bearish"). 

[0058] Moreover, when the input level of gamma characteristics is divided into three fields, 
"high [ high (**) ]", "inside", and low [ "low / low (dark) /" ], property ** compresses a "high" 
level field rather than property ** and ** firom an "inside" level field, and makes the 
inclination of gamma in a "low" level field larger than property **. Although the image 
quaUty of a playback image serves as high contrast and it becomes the strong image of 
contrast from the case where gamma amendment of is done by property ** and ** when 
gamma amendment of an image pick-up image is done by property **, it becomes the 
image with which the umbra became tight. For this reason, property ** is applied to the 
image photoed by scenery mode, night view mode, slow synchro mode, and the macro mode 
(refer to "high contrast" of gradation processing of a table l). 

[0059] Moreover, although property ** has the property of property ** and abbreviation 
identitas, it makes gamma coefficient negative above predetermined input-level V of an 
"inside" level field. In this property **, since a gradation property is reversed above 
predetermined input-level V and a solarization image is obtained, it is applied to a 
solarization mode. 

[0060] It is the memory which memorizes the pixel data with which return and an image 
memory 209 are outputted from a gamma correction circuit 208 to drawing 7 . The image 
memory 209 has the storage capacity for one firame. That is, when CCD303 has the pixel of 
a n line m train, an image memory 209 has the pixel data storage capacity for a nxm pixel, 
and is memorized in the pixel location (i, j) where each pixel data G (i, j) (i= 1, 2 -n, 1 and 2, 
■-m) corresponds to drawing 11 so that it may be shown. 

[0061] VRAM210 is the buffer memory of the image data by which it is indicated by 
playback at the LCD display 10. VRAM210 has the image data storage capacity 
corresponding to the number of pixels of the LCD display 10. 

[0062] In a photography standby condition, after predetermined signal processing is 
performed to each pixel data of the image picturized by every 1/30 (second) by the image 
pick-up section 3 by A/D converter 205 - the gamma correction circuit 208, while 
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memorizing in an image memory 209, it is transmitted to VIIAM210 through the main part 
control section 201, and is displayed on the LCD display 10. Thereby, a photography person 
can check a photographic subject image by looking with the image displayed on the LCD 
display 10. Moreover, in a playback mode, after signal processing predetermined in the 
image by which reading appearance was carried out from the memory card 18 with the 
main part control section 201 is performed, it is transmitted to VIIAM210 and indicated by 
playback at the LCD display 10. 

[0063] The switch group 211 is a switch which attains to the UP switch 6, the DOWN 
switch 7, the elimination switch 8, floor line mode setting switch 11, the compressibility 
configuration switch 12, and the record / playback-mode configuration switch 14, and is 
equivalent to the photography mode setting switch 16. 

[0064] Card I/F212 is INTAFISU for performing writing of the image data to a memory 
card 18, and read-out of image data. Moreover, I/F213 for a communication link is the 
interface with which it was based on RS-232C specification in order to make possible 
external connection of the communication link of a personal computer 19. 
[0065] The floor line control circuit 214 is a circuit which controls luminescence of a flash 
plate 5. The floor line control circuit 214 controls existence, the amount of luminescence, 
luminescence timing, etc. of luminescence of a flash plate 5 based on the control signal of 
the main part control section 201, and controls the amount of luminescence of a flash plate 
5 based on the luminescence stop signal STP inputted from the dimming circuit 304. 
[0066] The main part control section 201 consists of a microcomputer, controls organically 
the drive of each part material in the image pick-up section 3 mentioned above and the 
main part section 2 of a camera, and carries out generalization control of the photography 
actuation of a digital camera 1. 

[0067] Moreover, the main part control section 201 is equipped with the brightness judging 
section 215 for setting up an exposure control value (shutter speed), and the shutter (speed 
SS) setting section 216. The brightness judging section 215 judges the brightness of a 
photographic subject in a photography standby condition using the image captured by 
every 1/30 (second) by CCD303. That is, the brightness judging section 215 judges the 
brightness of a photographic subject using the image data memorized in updating in an 
image memory 209. 

[0068] the brightness judging section 215 is shown in drawing 11 - as - the storage area of 
an image memory 209 - nine block B (l), B (2), and " B (9) - dividing - each block B (r) - 
(.- 2, and - the brightness data BV (r) which represents each block B (r) using the 

pixel data GG (k, h) of the color component of G (green) contained in 9) is computed. 
[0069] The shutter speed setting section 216 sets up the shutter speed Tv (reset time of 
CCD303) based on the judgment result of the brightness of the photographic subject by the 
brightness judging section 215. The shutter speed setting section 216 has the table on 
which two or more shutter speed Tv was set up beforehand. 

[0070] The shutter speed Tv is initialized by the predetermined value (for example, 1/128 
(second)) at the time of camera starting, and carries out a modification setup of every one 
step of shutter speed setting section 216 from initial value in a photography standby 
condition at a high-speed or low-speed side according to the judgment result of the 
brightness of the photographic subject by the brightness judging section 215. 
[0071] consequently, the brightness of the photographic subject judged based on the image 
picturized at the shutter speed Tv of 1/128 (second) at first for example, when too bright, 
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shutter speed is made into a high speed by one step, the following image is picturized, and 
the brightness of a photographic subject is again judged based on this image. And when too 
still bright, shutter speed Tv is made into a high speed by one more step, the following 
image is picturized, and the suitable shutter speed Tv is hereafter set up for this judgment 
result after the time amount progress by which the brightness judging of a photographic 
subject and resetting of the shutter speed Tv are repeated by turns. 
[0072] Moreover, the main part control section 201 is equipped with the frequency 
processing section 217 which performs predetermined frequency processing in a 
photography image according to the photography mode set up with the photography mode 
setting switch 16, and the saturation processing section 218 which performs 
predetermined saturation processing. The frequency processing section 217 changes the 
frequency characteristic of a photography image by the digital filter, and amends image 
quality, and this amendment processing performs processing which is equivalent to "edge 
enhancement processing" of a table 1 according to the set-up photography mode. 
[0073] Drawing 8 is the block diagram showing the gestalt of 1 implementation of the 
circuitry of the frequency processing section 217. 

[0074] As shown in this drawing, the frequency processing section 217 Y-signal generation 
circuit 217A, C signal generation circuit 217B, LPF circuit 217C, HPF circuit 217D, It 
consists of coring circuit 217E, adders 217F and 217G, and output circuits 217H and 217L 
While changing the picture signal of the inputted color component of R, G, and B into a 
luminance signal Y and the chroma signal C Predetermined frequency processing later 
mentioned to a luminance signal Y is performed, two Icinds of luminance signals Yl and Y2 
are generated, and the 2nd picture signal which consists of the 1st picture signal and 
luminance signal Y2 which consist of a luminance signal Yl and a chroma signal C, and a 
chroma signal C is outputted. 

[0075] The 1st picture signal which consists of a luminance signal Yl and a chroma signal 
C increases the high frequency component of an image piclc'up image, and emphasizes an 
edge portion. With the gestalt of this operation, edge enhancement can be performed now 
by changing the filter shape of HPF217D in two steps, "standard edge enhancement" and 
"stronger edge enhancement." When the 1st picture signal with which standard edge 
enhancement processing was performed from the frequency processing section 217 when a 
canonical mode, evening glow mode, grayscale mode, sepia mode, and the photography 
mode of a solarization mode were set up is outputted and scenery mode and the 
photography mode of a macro mode are set up, the 1st picture signal with which stronger 
edge enhancement processing was performed from the frequency processing section 217 is 
outputted. Since the focus of an image is sensed sweet with a scenery photograph, 
performing stronger edge enhancement at scenery mode and a macro mode emphasizes an ' 
outline more, it considers as a clear image, and expresses the details of the main 
photographic subject clearly as much as possible in consideration of the purpose of close*up 
photography in a macro mode. 

[0076] On the other hand, the 2nd picture signal which consists of a luminance signal Y2 
and a chroma signal C removes the noise component contained in the high frequency 
component of an image piclc-up image. When the photography mode in a portrait mode, 
night view mode, and slow synchro mode is set up, the 2nd picture signal with which noise 
rejection processing was made from the frequency processing section 217 is outputted. In 
order to make image quality with the smooth tune of body warmth to a photography image 
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(portrait photograph) by soft focus, the usual edge enhancement does not carry out but he 
is trying to express an outline portion softly by removing a RF noise component at a 
portrait mode. Moreover, in night view mode or slow synchro mode, since a dark noise 
increases according to the charge reset time of CCD301 becoming long, it is made to 
perform noise rejection processing as a reduction measure of a dark noise. 
[0077] Y signal generation circuit 217A is a circuit which generates a luminance signal Y 
from the picture signal of the color component of R, G, and B, and C signal generation 
circuit 217B is a circuit which generates a chrominance signal C from the picture signal of 
the color component of R, G, and B. Y-signal generation circuit 217A computes a luminance 
signal Y (=Kr-R+Kg-G+Kb"B, and Kr, Kg and Kb are a coefficient) by carrying out addition 
composition of each color component of R, G, and B by the predetermined ratio. Moreover, 
C signal generation circuit 217B computes these luminance signals Y and R, a 
color-difference signal (R Y) with each color component of B, and (B-Y), and outputs these 
color-difference signals (R-Y) and (B-Y) as a chrominance signal C while it computes a 
luminance signal Y using each color component of R, G, and B. 

[0078] The luminance signal Y outputted from Y-signal generation circuit 217A is inputted 
into LPF circuit 217C, HPF217D, and adder 217G, and the chrominance signal C 
outputted from C signal generation circuit 217B is inputted into output circuits 217H and 
2171. 

[0079] LPF circuit 217C is a digital low pass filter which extracts the low-frequency 
component of a luminance signal, and HPH217D is a digital high-pass filter which extracts 
the high frequency component of a luminance signal. LPF circuit 217C is a digital low pass 
filter which has the filter factor shown in drawing 12 , and HPF circuit 217D is a digital 
high-pass filter which has two kinds of filter factors, the standard object for edge 
processing, and the object for stronger edge processing. The filter factor for stronger edge 
processing is shown in drawing 13 . 

[0080] Moreover, coring circuit 217E is a circuit which removes the component below the 
predetermined level beforehand set up among the high frequency components of the 
luminance signal Y extracted by HFP circuit 217D. That is, it is the circuit which removes 
the noise component contained in a high frequency component by removing the fixed low 
component of the high frequency components. Coring circuit 21 7E has the level-conversion 
property shown in drawing 14 , in the level-conversion property concerned, carries out the 
level conversion of the level V of the luminance signal Y inputted from HPF circuit 217D, 
and outputs it. Since, as for the luminance signal Y of •W2 <=V<=+V1, level is altogether 
set to "0", from coring circuit 217E, the high frequency component from which the noise 
component in this level range was removed is outputted, so that clearly from drawing 14 . 
[0081] The low-frequency component of the luminance signal Y outputted from LPF circuit 
217C is inputted into adder 217G, and the high frequency component of the luminance 
signal Y outputted from HPF circuit 217D is inputted into coring circuit 217E and adder 
217F. Moreover, the high frequency component of the luminance signal Y after the coring 
processing outputted from coring circuit 217E is inputted into adder 217G. 
[0082] In adder 217F, addition mixing of the high frequency component of a luminance 
signal Y and this luminance signal Y is carried out, a luminance signal Yl is generated, 
and this luminance signal Yl is inputted into output circuit 2171. Since a luminance signal 
Yl mixes a high frequency component in the original image pick-up image and the high 
frequency component of an image is increased, from output circuit 2171, the picture signal 
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with which the edge portion was emphasized is outputted. Moreover, in adder 217G, 
addition mixing of the low-frequency component of a luminance signal Y and the high 
frequency component by which coring processing was made is carried out, a luminance 
signal Y2 is generated, and this luminance signal Y2 is inputted into output circuit 217H. 
Since the RF noise is removed while a luminance signal Y2 mixes the low-frequency 
component of the original image pick-up image, and the high frequency component which 
removed the noise component and reducing the high frequency component of an image, 
from output circuit 217H, the picture signal of a bearish and smooth tune is outputted. 
[0083] And a picture signal is outputted from one of the output circuits 217H and 2171 by 
the selector which the output of the picture signal from output circuits 217H and 2171 is 
controlled by the setting signal in the photography mode set up with the photography mode 
setting switch 16, and is controlled by the photography mode setting signal of the output 
circuit latter part. That is, if the photography mode in a portrait mode, night view mode, 
and slow synchro mode is set up, the picture signal of a bearish and smooth tune will be 
outputted from output circuit 217H, and if photography modes other than this are set up, 
the picture signal with which the edge was emphasized from output circuit 2171 will be 
outputted (table 1 reference). 

[0084] The saturation processing section 218 performs predetermined processing about 
colors, such as saturation emphasis according to photography mode, hue rotation, and 
monochrome processing, using the picture signal of each color component of R, G, and B 
which are stored in the image memory 209, and the luminance signal Y outputted from the 
frequency processing section 217. This processing is equivalent to "saturation processing" 
of a table 1. 

[0085] The saturation processing section 218 performs data processing, such as saturation 
emphasis, hue rotation, and formation of monochrome processing, by the following 
operation expression (l) using the color-difference signal (R"Y) outputted from the 
frequency processing section 217, and (B"Y). 
[0086] 

[Equation l] 

[0087] In the above-mentioned (l) formula, a-f is a variable and the saturation of 
color-difference-signal (R-Y) ' and ' (R-Y) is adjusted by adjusting these values. The "usual 
emphasis" in a table 1 and "emphasis of a showy eye" are performed by adjusting suitably 
the variable of (a, b, c, d, e, 0. For example, by enlarging the value of a, red is emphasized 
and blue is emphasized by enlarging the value of d. In addition, the values of a correction 
term (e, 6 are usually (O, O) in this case. 

[0088] Moreover, since "removal processing of saturation" in grayscale mode is processing 
which loses a tint, it is performed by calculating (l) type as = (a, b, c, d, e, 0 (0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0). 
Moreover, since it is the processing which fixes the hue of a photography image to the 
predetermined hue of sepia or dark reddish-brown, "fixed value processing" in sepia mode 
is performed by calculating (l) type as = (a, b, c, d, e, 0 (0, 0, 0, 0, E, F). At this time, (E, F) 
are set as the color-difference signal (fixed value) equivalent to the sepia or dark 
reddish-brown set up beforehand, and turn into color-difference-signal (R Y) -E and '(B-Y) 
=F by calculating (l) type. 

[0089] Moreover, in evening glow mode, as shown in drawing 15 , the main part control 
section 201 Two or more thumbnail images SG1-SG9 with which WB adjustment condition 
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differs Two or more thumbnail images SG1-SG9 created in the thumbnail image creation 
section 219 which creates the thumbnail images SG1-SG9 concerned in order to indicate 
(the image of an image quality adjustment sample) by the matrix at the LCD display 10, 
and this thumbnail image creation section 219 are arranged in the shape of a matrix. 
Display image (this image is hereafter called preview image.) It has the preview image 
creation section 220 to create. 

[0090] The thumbnail image creation section 219 creates the thumbnail image with which 
predetermined level adjustment and WB adjustment are performed to this thumbnail 
image, and the tunes of the color of an evening glow image differ while it samples image 
data coarsely in a predetermined pixel pitch from an image memory 209 and creates a 
thumbnail image, when it has the level equalization circuit and WB equalization circuit of 
**** and evening glow mode is set up. With the gestalt of this operation, nine kinds of 
different tunes are prepared as a tune of the color of an evening glow image, and the 
thumbnail image creation section 219 samples image data coarsely 9 times from an image 
memory 209, creates nine thumbnail images SG1-SG9, performs processing of the level 
adjustment shown in the following table 2, and WB adjustment in each thumbnail images 
SG1-SG9, and outputs it to the preview image creation section 220 one by one. 
[0091] Moreover, if the adjustment value of the level adjustment of the photography image 
which should be recorded by the photography person, and WB adjustment is chosen, the 
thumbnail image creation section 219 will read all image data from an image memory 209, 
will perform level adjustment and WB adjustment based on the adjustment value set as 
the image data, and will output them to the frequency processing section 217. 
[0092] The preview image creation section 220 creates a preview image by transmitting the 
thumbnail images SG1'SG9 inputted one by one from the thumbnail image creation 
section 219 to the predetermined storage region of VRAM210. That is, one by one, each 
thumbnail images SG1-SG9 are transmitted to VIIAM210, and are displayed on the LCD 
display 10 so that the image which arranged the thumbnail images SG1-SG9 to the 
predetermined matrix (the gestalt of this operation array of 9x9) in the storage region of 
VRAM210 may be created. 
[0093] 
[A table 2] 

[0094] In WB adjustment, if R/G is made larger than 1.0, redness will serve as a strong 
image. On the other hand, if B/G is made smaller than 1.0, yellow will serve as a strong 
image (image with weak blueness). Therefore, in a table 2, the thumbnail images SGI and 
SG4 show the strong sample picture of redness, and the thumbnail images SG3 and SG6 
show the strong sample picture of yellow. Moreover, if R/G is made larger than 1.0 and B/G 
is made smaller than 1.0, since it will become the image which orange cut, the thumbnail 
images SG2 and SG5 show the strong orange sample picture. Moreover, the thumbnail 
images SG7 and SG8 stop the overall brightness of the thumbnail image SG2, and the 
thumbnail image SG9 stops the overall brightness of the thumbnail image SG5. Therefore, 
by the thumbnail images SG7-SG9, an image which emphasized the orange evening glow 
at the time of evening twilight is obtained. 

[0095] In evening glow mode, if photography is performed, the sample picture of the 
evening glow emphasis processing by the thumbnail images SG1SG9 shown in drawing 15 
will be first displayed on the LCD display 10. In drawing 15 , the double-line display of the 
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thumbnail image SGI shows that the thumbnail image SGI concerned is chosen as an 
adjustment value of WB adjustment and level adjustment the first stage. A photography 
person checks a result of an image by this sample picture, and if either of the thumbnail 
images SG1-SG9 which operated the UP switch 6 and the DOWN switch 7, and were 
displayed on the LCD display 10 is chosen, the adjustment value of WB adjustment of the 
photography image which should be recorded on a memory card 18, and level adjustment 
will be set up. In addition, whenever it operates the UP switch 6 and the DOWN switch 7, 
a selection display (double-line display) moves to ascending order or descending order one 
by one fi-om the thumbnail image SGl, and the selection concerned of a thumbnail image 
by which it was indicated by selection is decided by operating the UP switch 6 and the 
DOWN switch 7 to coincidence. 

[0096] And if the adjustment value of WB adjustment and level adjustment was set up, 
after reading appearance of all the image data of a photography image will be carried out 
to the thumbnail image creation section 219 from an image memory 209 and WB 
adjustment and level adjustment will be performed with the set-up adjustment value, it is 
outputted to the frequency processing section 217. 

[0097] In addition, although a sample picture is created by the thumbnail image and it was 
made to indicate these thumbnail images at the shape of a matrix at the LCD display 10 by 
the package with the gestalt of this operation in order to make a sample picture legible In 
order to make the difference in image quaUty legible, magnitude of a thumbnail image is 
enlarged, and it divides into two or more sheets, and may be made to indicate by the 
matrix, and you may make it display one sheet at a time on the LCD display 10 for the 
sample picture from which image quality differs in the way of coma delivery. 
[0098] Moreover, the main part control section 201 is equipped with the playback image 
generation section 222 which generates a playback image in order to reproduce the image 
recorded on the record image generation section 221 which generates the compression 
image for image recording, and a memory card 18 to the LCD display 10, in case a 
photography image is recorded. 

[0099] In a recording mode, if photography is directed with the shutter carbon button 9, 
after the main part control section 201 will perform a predetermined image processing to 
the image data incorporated after photography directions in the image memory 209, it 
generates the compression image for image recording, and memorizes it to a memory card 
18 with the index information (information, such as a coma number, exposure value, 
shutter speed, and compressibility K) about a photography image. 

[0100] The record image generation section 221 generates the image data of the 
compression image of the compressibility K which performed predetermined compression 
processing by JPEG (Joint Photographic Coding Experts Group) methods, such as 
two-dimensional DCT conversion and Hufbnan coding, to the photography image with 
which the image processing was performed in the frequency processing section 217 and the 
saturation processing section 218, and was set as it by the compressibility configuration 
switch 12, and records this image data on a memory card 18. 

[OlOl] Moreover, the playback image generation section 222 generates the photography 
image which should read image data from a memory card 18, and should indicate by 
playback at the LCD display 10. Since gamma amendment of the image recorded on the 
memory card 18 is done by gamma coefficient for monitors (= 0.55) If this record image is 
reproduced to the LCD display 10 as it is, since it wiU become the strong firm image 
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quality of contrast by the mismatch of the above-mentioned gamma coefficient and gamma 
coefficient for a LCD display (= 0.45), In case the playback image generation section 222 
generates the image for playback of a record image, it re-amends the gamma 
characteristics of a playback image. That is, after the playback image generation section 
222 elongates the image data of the compression image by which reading appearance was 
carried out from the memory card 18, generates the image data for a display and performs 
gamma amendment to this image data by the gamma characteristics of gamma= 0.82, one 
by one, it is transmitted to VRAM210 and performs the playback display to the LCD 
display 10 of a record image. 

[0102] Next, the photography control in the recording mode of a digital camera 1 is 
explained. First, photography control when photography modes other than evening glow 
mode are set up is explained according to the flow chart shown in drawing 16 and drawing 

JJ. 

[0103] Photography control mainly consists of viewfinder processing, exposure control, and 
an image processing. Viewfinder processing is processing which displays a photographic 
subject image on the LCD display 10, and enables it to check the contents of photography 
by looking. Adjustment of a suitable shutter speed is also performed in viewfinder 
processing. 

[0104] If a recording mode is set up by record / playback-mode setting mode 14, the 
photography mode set up by the photography mode setting switch 16 by the control section 
204 will be distinguished, and it will be initialized by the processing section to which the 
various parameters of the image processing corresponding to the photography mode 
concerned correspond. This parameter is a required processing parameter [ as opposed to 
each processing section of the firequency processing section 217 and the saturation 
processing section 218 to each circuit list of AGC -circuit 308b and the WB circuit 207 which 
were mentioned above, and a gamma correction circuit 208 ]. 

[0105] Then, after the shutter speed Tv is set as initial value (1/128 (second)) (#2) and the 
gamma characteristics (property [ of drawing 10 ] **) of gamma= 0.45 are set up first (#4), 
exposure by CCD303 is started (#6). And if the predetermined exposure time (Tv=l / 128 
(second)) passed (it is YES at #8), after reading appearance of the picture signal picturized 
by CCD303 will be carried out (#10) and a predetermined image processing will be 
performed by a digital disposal circuit 308, and A/D converter 205 * a gamma correction 
circuit 208 (#12), it memorizes in an image memory 209 (#14). Immediately, reading 
appearance of the image data memorized in the image memory 209 is carried out to 
VRAM210, and it is shown in the LCD display 10 a monitor table (#16). 
[0106] Then, the brightness data of an image pick-up image is computed (#18), and it is 
distinguished based on this brightness data whether the shutter speed Tv is proper (#20). 
brightness data -- an image pick-up image - nine block B (1) • B (9) " dividing (referring to 
drawing 1 1 ) - each block B - (•- the average BV (i) of the pixel data of the color component 
of G (green) contained in every i) (i= 1, 2, - 9) at block B (i) is computed. And as compared 
with the threshold BVL of the high-level predetermined threshold BVH and a 
predetermined low level, it is distinguished [ elapsing (it being exposure over) and ] bright 
[ an image pick-up image ] on the whole in nine brightness data BV(l) •BV(9), respectively 
whether it is proper too (it is an exposure undershirt) darkly [ an image pick-up image ] on 
the whole. 

[0107] When an image pick-up image is too bright on the whole or too dark, the shutter 
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speed Tv is judged to be unsuitable positive (it is NO at #20), and the shutter speed Tv is 
changed into the light and darkness of a photography image according to a condition (#22), 
and it returns to step #6 again in order to judge the propriety of the shutter speed Tv. That 
is, when an image pick-up image is too (it is exposure over) bright on the whole, the shutter 
speed Tv is changed into a value small one step, and when an image pick-up image is too (it 
is an exposure undershirt) dark on the whole, the shutter speed Tv is changed into a value 
large one step, and returns to step #6. 

[0108] And if a repeat and the shutter speed Tv are set as a proper value in the loop of step 
#6-#22 (it is YES at #20), then if it is distinguished whether a change in photography mode 
was made in the meantime (#24) and photography mode is changed (it is YES at #24), a 
modification setup will be carried out at the processing section to which the various 
parameters of the image processing corresponding to the photography mode after 
modification correspond (#26), On the other hand, step #24 are skipped if photography 
mode is not changed (it is NO at #22). 

[0109] Then, if the shutter carbon button 9 is pushed, it is distinguished whether the 
release switch was turned on (#28) and the release switch is not turned on (it is NO at #28), 
it will be in return and a release standby condition step #2 (loop of #6*#28). 
[Olio] In CCD303, since a frame image is captured by every 1/30 (second), processing of 
above-mentioned step #6-#28 is performed for every fi'ame image, it increases or decreases 
the shutter speed Tv one step at a time firom initial value, and adjustment of the shutter 
speed Tv is performed to viewfinder processing and coincidence. In addition, when the 
shutter speed Tv is changed into the large value in updating by loop processing of step 
#6-#28 and 1/30 (second) is exceeded, the shutter speed Tv of step #22 is fixed to 1/30 
(second), and the gain adjustment of AGC-circuit 308b in a digital disposal circuit 308 is 
performed. But when photography mode is set as night view mode or slow synchro mode, 
the gain adjustment of AGC-circuit 308b is forbidden. 

[01 11] In a release standby condition, if the shutter carbon button 9 is pushed and a 
release switch is turned on (it is YES at #28), after the predetermined shutter speed Tv is 
set up (#30), exposure control will be performed (#32, #34). And after the predetermined 
exposure time Tv passes and exposure is completed (it is YES at #34), reading appearance 
of the picture signal is carried out from CCD303 (#36), and the predetermined image 
processing according to the photography mode set up by a digital disposal circuit 308, A/D 
converter 205 • a gamma correction circuit 208, the frequency processing section 217, and 
the saturation processing section 218 is performed (#38), 

[0112] An image processing here predetermined [ according to photography mode ] is an 
image processing corresponding to the photography mode shown in the above-mentioned 
table 1. In addition, the characteristic image processing in each photography mode is as 
follows. 

[0113] (l) Since a canonical- mode canonical mode is the mode which makes standard 
image quality to a photography image, each processing is processed by the standard value. 
And the strength of the contents of processing is set up relatively on the basis of processing 
by this canonical mode by other photography modes. 

[0114] (2) A portrait mode portrait mode is the mode which mainly creates a person's 
portrait photograph, and since image quality with a heroes soft person which senses, comes 
out and looks beautiful is mainly required of a photography image, gradation amendment 
changes with the edge enhancement and gamma amendments by firequency processing to a 
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canonical mode. At a portrait mode, while the texture of the hair a person's hair is made 
not to be spoiled by performing gamma amendment by the weak gamma characteristics of 
contrast, a tune bearish [ the portion of a person's skin ] and smooth is made by changing 
the frequency characteristic so that addition mixing of the low-frequency component of a 
photography image and the high frequency component to which noise rejection was 
performed may be carried out. 

[0115] (3) Since scenery mode scenery mode is the mode which mainly creates a scenery 
photograph and there is a photographic subject far away, a focus is doubled with infinite 
distance and a photograph is taken. Moreover, since the visibility of the photography 
image of a distant view falls relatively with the resolution of CCD301, an image processing 
is performed so that it may become clearer image quaUty as compared with a canonical 
mode. In scenery mode, while performing gamma amendment by the strong gamma 
characteristics of contrast, it is finished by changing the frequency characteristic so that 
the high frequency component of the photography image concerned may be added to the 
original photography image and a high frequency component may be emphasized, so that a 
photography image may become clearly and clear. Moreover, the vividness of the color of a 
scenery photograph is raised by emphasizing saturation to a showy eye. 
[0116] (4) Night view mode night view mode is the mode which photos the person who 
mainly made the night view and the night view the background, and it makes a 
photography scene with low photographic subject brightness applicable to photography, so 
that it exceeds the exposure control range of a camera. The rate that the dark portion in a 
shadow screen occupies on such a photography scene is large, since flash plate 
luminescence is forbidden so that the ambient atmosphere of a night view moreover may 
not be spoiled in night view mode, the contrast of a dark portion is crushed, and it is 
smooth, and is easy to become sensibiUty, and the image quality fall of a dark portion 
becomes remarkable. Therefore, while employing the contrast of a dark portion efficiently 
by performing gamma amendment by the strong gamma characteristics of contrast in 
night view mode, the high frequency component of a dark noise is removed by changing the 
frequency characteristic so that addition mixing of the low-frequency component of a 
photography image and the high frequency component to which noise rejection was 
performed may be carried out, and the image quality fall of a dark portion is controlled. 
Moreover, the visibility of a night view photograph is raised by emphasizing saturation to a 
showy eye. 

[0117] (5) SUROSHINKUROMODO SUROSHINKUROMODO is the mode in which set it 
as a slow shutter and flash plate photography is performed, and only the point of the 
existence of flash plate luminescence differs from night view mode. For this reason, in an 
image processing, the same processing as the case in night view mode is performed. 
[0118] (6) A macro mode macro mode is the mode in which the main photographic subject 
of a flower, an insect, etc. is photographed close, clear [ in a photography image ] in a macro 
mode - and " clear - carrying out " a main photographic subject " freshly ** -- to be 
expressed is desired. Since such an image quaUty demand is similar with the image quality 
demand in scenery mode, the same image processing as scenery mode is made removing 
saturation processing also in a macro mode. In a macro mode, if saturation is emphasized 
too much, since the color of a main photographic subject will become unnatural on the 
contrary, the usual emphasis processing is performed by saturation processing. 
[0119] (7) Grayscale mode grayscale mode is the mode which carries out the monochrome 
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expression of the color picture. For this reason, in grayscale mode, the same image 
processing as a canonical mode is performed by saturation processing except for the point 
of removing the color component of a photography image. 

[0120] (8) Sepia mode sepia mode is the mode which tones the color of a photography image 
in sepia or a specific dark reddish-brown color. It is similar with grayscale mode in that 
the color of a color picture is changed, and different firom grayscale mode in sepia mode at 
the point which tones the color of a photography image in sepia or a specific dark 
reddish-brown color by saturation processing. 

[0121] (9) A solarization mode solarization mode is the mode in which a photography image 
is changed into a solarization image. Since a solarization image is a special effect image 
using the reversal property in the high-level field of gamma characteristics, except for 
gradation adjustment, the same image processing as a canonical mode is performed. 
[0122] In addition, although edge enhancement is made stronger than a canonical mode in 
scenery mode and a macro mode, you may make it attain simplification of processing with 
the gestalt of the above-mentioned implementation, as these modes also perform the same 
standard edge enhancement as a canonical mode. 

[0123] If return and an image processing predetermined by step #38 are performed to 
drawing 17 , the predetermined image data for record is generated in the record image 
generation section 221 (#40), this image data will be transmitted to a memory card 18, and 
record of an image pick-up image will be performed (#42). And photography actuation is 
ended by record to the memory card 18 of image data, and .it returns to step #2 in order to 
perform the next photography. 

[0124] Next, photography control when the photography mode in evening glow mode is set 
up is explained according to the flow chart shown in drawing 18 . 

[0125] Evening glow mode is photography mode which makes an evening glow scene 
applicable to photography. In evening glow mode, while performing white balance 
adjustment which redness cut, the ambient atmosphere of evening glow is brewed by 
performing saturation adjustment so that the hue of a red network may be emphasized. 
Evening glow mode differs from other photography modes in that WB adjustment value 
with which the image quaUty which a photography person imagines is acquired firom the 
image sample with which two or more image processings were performed with WB 
adjustment value of** is selectable. 

[0126] Therefore, in evening glow mode, processing which transposed step #38 to the 
processing of step #38-l-#38-ll shown in drawing 18 is performed in the flow chart of 
drawing 16 and drawing 17 . So, the following explanation explains additionally only the 
processing shown in drawing 18 . 

[0127] In evening glow mode, if photography is performed by CCD303 and reading 
appearance of the picture signal is carried out fi*om CCD303 (#36), the picture signal will 
be inputted into the main part section 2 of a camera, after noise reduction processing and 
level adjustment processing predetermined in the signal-processing section 308 are 
performed. And the picture signal inputted into the main part section 2 of a camera is 
memorized in an image memory 209, after a pre image processing is performed in A/D 
converter 205 ■ a gamma correction circuit 208 (#38-1, #38-2). That is, after a picture signal 
is changed into a digital signal with an A/D converter, level adjustment of black level is 
performed in the black level amendment circuit 206, and white balance adjustment is 
performed with standard WB adjustment value (for example, R/G=l, B/G=l) set up 
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beforehand in the WB circuit 207. Furthermore, image data is memorized in an image 
memory 209 temporarily, after gamma amendment is performed by standard gamma 
characteristics (refer to ** of drawing 10 ) in a gamma correction circuit 208. 
[0128] Then, image data is coarsely sampled from an image memory 209, a thumbnail 
image is created, color adjustment is performed in this thumbnail image with WB 
adjustment value and the level adjustment value of No.l of the above-mentioned table 2, 
and the thumbnail image GS 1 as an image quality sample is generated (#38-3). This 
thumbnail image GS 1 is transmitted to the predetermined storage region of VRAM210 so 
that it may create the PUBYU image for image quaUty samples (#38-4). 
[0129] Then, it is distinguished whether creation of a preview image was completed (#38-5). 
Since only the 1st thumbnail image SGl was created this time (it is NO at #38-5), creation 
of return and the 2nd thumbnail image SG2 is performed to step #38*3. And if creation of 
the thumbnail image SG9 of No.9 is performed and this thumbnail image SG9 is 
transmitted to VRAM210 (it is YES at #38-5), creation of a preview image will be ended 
and a preview image will be displayed on the LCD display 10 (refer to #38-6 and drawing 
15). 

[0130] Then, if selection of the desired thumbnail image SGi (i= 1, 2, - 9) is decided by the 
photography person from the preview image displayed on the LCD display 10 (#38-7) 
Reading appearance of aU the image data is carried out from an image memory 209 (#38-8), 
and WB adjustment and level adjustment are performed with the same adjustment value 
as WB adjustment and level adjustment which were performed to the selected thumbnail 
image SGi (#38-9). For example, selection of the thumbnail image SGI of No.l readjusts a 
white balance so that image data may be set to R/G=ml and B/G=l (that is, redness is 
strengthened like). 

[0131] Then, compression processing is made and the image data after WB readjustment is 
recorded on a memory card 18, after the color of a red network is emphasized by saturation 
adjustment processing (#38-10, #38-11), while standard edge enhancement processing was 
performed by frequency processing (#40, #42). 

[0132] As mentioned above, in evening glow mode, the sample picture from which the 
ambient atmosphere of an evening glow scene differs with two or more WB adjustment 
values is created, and it indicates by the matrix at the LCD display 10, and since it enabled 
it to determine WB adjustment value of the final photography image which should be 
recorded when a photography person chose a desired sample picture frY)m these sample 
pictures, the evening glow photograph which the photography person has imagined can be 
acquired. 

[0133] In addition, in drawing 7 , although he is trying to make an image memory 209 
memorize the photography image after gamma amendment with the gestalt of the 
above-mentioned implementation temporarily, even if it arranges an image memory 209 in 
the latter part of A/D converter 205, or the latter part of the black level amendment circuit 
206 and performs WB adjustment of each sample picture in evening glow mode, and WB 
adjustment of the photography image for record in the WB circuit 207, it is good. In this 
case, the thumbnail image creation section 219 in the main part control section 201 and 
the preview image creation section 220 are omissible, and the main part control section 
201 is controlling the image processing of read-out of the image data from the pixel 
memory 209, the WB circuit 207, and a gamma correction circuit 208, and the transfer to 
VIIAM210 of the image data from a gamma correction circuit 208, and they perform the 
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display to creation of a thumbnail image, and the LCD display 10 of a preview image. 
[0134] Moreover, with the gestalt of the above-mentioned implementation, while enabling 
a setup of two or more photography modes alternatively In the digital camera 1 which 
performs the image processing corresponding to the photography mode chosen to the 
photography image Although two or more image quality adjustment values are prepared 
and the photography person is made to choose a desired adjustment value from this inside 
in the mode in which the evening glow scenes imagined by the photography person difier 
like evening glow mode Even when two or more photography modes are not made 
selectable as a simpler configuration, two or more image quality adjustment values are 
prepared, and it is good even if a photography person is selectable in an image quality 
adjustment value. 

[0135] For example, when the LCD display 10 is made to indicate by the matrix two or 
more thumbnail images (namely, two or more thumbnail images with which contrast 
adjustments differ) with which gamma amendments differ when two or more gamma 
characteristics of a gamma correction circuit 208 are prepared and photography is 
performed and desired gamma characteristics are chosen firom these sample pictures by 
the photography person, gamma amendment of a photography image is performed by the 
gamma characteristics, and you may make it make it record on a memory card 18. By this 
method, two or more sample pictures from which contrast differs to a photography image 
can be displayed, and a photography person can choose desired contrast now from that 
sample picture. 

[0136] If two or more result condition of the edge*enhancement processing and the 
noise -rejection processing in the fi-equency processing section 217, result condition of the 
saturation emphasis and the color rotation in the saturation controller 218, etc. are 
prepared and photography is performed by the same view, two or more sample pictures 
from which the result condition of frequency regulation or saturation adjustment differs 
are indicated by the matrix at the LCD display 10, and a photography person may enable it 
to choose a desired frequency-regulation value and a desired saturation adjustment value 
from these sample pictures. 

[0137] and the mode in which a photography person can do image quality selection in 
consideration of the operability of a camera when enabling image quality selection by the 
photography person without forming photography mode in this way and the mode which 
cannot be done a setup possible - carrying out - image quality - only when the 
selectable mode is set up, it is good to be made to enable display of the sample picture of 
above -mentioned image quality, and selection of the sample picture. 
[0138] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, according to this invention, perform an image 
processing with two or more mutually different characteristic values based on a 
photography image, and the image quality sample picture of two or more sheets is created. 
While displaying the image quality sample picture on a table means and making a desired 
image quality sample picture selectable by the photography person Since it was made to 
carry out the image processing of the photography image with the same characteristic 
value as the image quality sample picture when the image quality sample picture was 
chosen, the photography image of the image quality which a photography person imagines 
can be obtained. 

[0139] Moreover, when a setup of predetermined photography mode is enabled 
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alternatively and the photography mode concerned is set up, while creating two or more 
image quality sample pictures firom a photography image Since the image quality sample 
picture is displayed and the photography person enabled it to choose a desired image 
quality sample picture For example, when the photography mode in which a suitable 
image processing is made according to the photography purposes for photography, such as 
a scenery photograph, a portrait photograph, and an evening glow photograph, is made 
selectable, A photography person's image quaUty image can be reflected to the 
characteristic image processing (for example, processing of contrast, saturation emphasis, 
etc.) in the photography mode, and the photography image of more suitable image quality 
can be obtained in the photography mode concerned. 

[0140] Since the monitor of the image quality sample picture is carried out and it enabled it 
to set up a desired white balance adjustment value especially when a setup of evening glow 
mode was enabled and a photograph was taken in this photography mode, the evening 

glow image of the image which a photography person means can be obtained easily. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing l] It is the front view of the digital camera concerning this invention. 
[Drawing 2] It is the rear view of the digital camera concerning this invention. 
[Drawing 3l It is the plan of the digital camera concerning this invention. 
[Drawing 4] It is the bottom plan view of the digital camera concerning this invention, 
[Drawing 5] It is drawing showing the outline structure of image pick-up circles. 
[Drawing 6] It is the front view showing the condition of having opened the power supply 
cell and the lid of a memory card wide. 

[Drawing 7l It is the block block diagram of the digital camera concerning this invention, 
[Drawing 8] It is the block diagram showing the circuitry of the frequency processing 
section. 

[Drawing 9] It is drawing showing the property of a level-conversion table. 
[Drawing lOl It is drawing showing the gamma characteristics of gamma amendment table. 
[Drawing 111 It is drawing showing each pixel data storage location of an image memory. 
[Drawing 12] It is drawing showing the gestalt of 1 operation of a digital low pass filter. 
[Drawing 13l It is drawing showing the gestalt of 1 operation of a digital high-pass filter. 
[Drawing 14] It is drawing showing the level-conversion property in coring processing. 
[Drawing 15] It is drawing showing the gestalt of the 1 operation of two or more thumbnail 
images by which it was indicated by the matrix in a LCD display. 

[Drawing 16l It is the flow chart which shows the photography control in a recording mode. 
[Drawing 17l It is the flow chart which shows the photography control in a recording mode. 
[Drawing 18] It is the flow chart which shows photography control peculiar to evening glow 
mode. 

[Description of Notations] 

1 Digital Camera 

2 Main Part Section of Camera 

201 Main Part Control Section (Display-Control Means) 

202 Reference Clock Generating Circuit 

203 Timing-Control Circuit 
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204 RTC 

205 AID Converter 

206 Black Level Amendment Circuit 

207 WB Circuit 

208 Gamma Correction Circuit 

209 Image Memory (1st Storage Means) 

210 VRAM 

211 Switch Group 

212 Cardl/F 

213 I/F for Communication Link 

2 14 Floor Line Control Circuit 

215 Brightness Judging Section 

2 16 Shutter Speed Setting Section 

217 Frequency Processing Section 

218 Saturation Processing Section 

219 Thumbnail Image Creation Section (Sample Picture Creation Means, 
Image-Processing Means) 

220 Preview Image Creation Section 

221 Record Image Generation Section 

222 Playback Image Generation Section 

3 Image Pick-up Section 

301 Macro Zoom Lens 

302 Image Pick-up Circuit 

303 CCD Area Sensor Gmage Pick-up Means) 

304 Dimming Circuit 

305 Dimming Sensor 

308 Digital Disposal Circuit 

309 Timing Generator 

310 Switch Group 

4 Grip Section 

5 Flash Plate 

6 UP Switch (Image Selection Means) 

7 DOWN Switch (Image Selection Means) 

8 Elimination Switch 

9 Shutter Carbon Button 

10 LCD Display (Display Means) 

1 1 Floor Line Mode Setting Switch 

12 CompressibiUty Configuration Switch 

13 End -Connection Child 

14 Record / Playback-Mode Configuration Switch 

15 Lid 

16 Photography Mode Setting Switch 

17 Main Switch 

18 Memory Card (2nd Storage Means) 
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